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Geographical information. 

A little while since, captain Young, to whom the 
following letter is addressed, proposed several 
queries to the editor of the Wrexkry Register, 
who referred him to Samuel Williams, esq. of Chi- 
licothe—to whom the public at large and the 
readers of this paper especially, have been in- 
debted for many interesting and useful articles, 
of various character. Mr. Williams politely com- 
plies with the request of captain Young, by for- 
warding the reply to the editor, who gladly gives 
it a place in his paper for general information. 

Chilicothe, Oct. 20th 1816. 
pean str—I have received your letter of the 17th 


ult. requesting information on several points, res- 
pecting the United States’ lands on the Sandusky 


and Maumee* rivers; and shall with pleasure com-f] 


|in a detailed view; but my present purpose, by this 
brief notice, is merely to enable you to draw a com- 
parison between them and that part of this state to 
which your enquiries are directed. 

The Maumee (or as it sometimes called the Mia- 
mi-of-the-lakes) and the Sandusky, are rivers of the 
state of Ohio, lying principally in that part of it to 
which the Indian title has not been extinguished, — 
The former has its soyrce in the state of Indiana, 
and is formed by the junction of the St. Joseph’s 
and St. Mary’s rivers, at Fort Wayne; thence pars 
suing a north-easterly direction, it falls into Miami 
bay about eight or ten miles from the lake. The 
latter rises in the Sandusky plains, and running’ 
north, falls into Sandusky bay seven or eight miles 
from the lake. On these rivers and theif tributary 
streams, there are large bodies of rich and fertile 
and, some part of which is prairie, but mosiiv co- 


municate to you such as I may possess, In answer) vered with a heavy growth of timber, such as oxk, 


to your several enquiries. 


Your first enquiry is “whether the land is equally|muiberry, locust &e. &e. 


hickory, poplar, walnut, sugar-tree, ash, beech, 


The most extensive bo.« 





as good as it is in the territories of Illinois and| dies of such land, lie on the St. Mary’s and Aus 


Missouri. 


lglaize rivers (both branches of the Maumee) and 


In the southern part of the territory of Illinois, their waters. ‘The face of the country, where the 


er towards the confluence of the Ohio and Missis-'jand is of this des¢ription, is’ generally what is 


sippi rivers, the face of the country is in general 


termed here, “rolling”’—that is, numerous low flat 


rather flat and wet, abounding with cyprus swamps /hills, having a gentle slope or descent on all sides. 
and ponds. The land notwithstanding is rich and | Some part of the country, however, is rather flat 


fertile, especially on the borders of the rivers and 
smaller streams. Receding northwardly from the 
Ohio, at the distance of forty or fifty miles, the re- 
gion of prairie may be said to commence, and con- 
tinues for about as many more, alternated with pe- 
ninsulas and islets of woodland, and separated by 
narrow strips of wood on the water courses. Some 
ef those prairies are many miles in extent. Those 
which border on the larger streams are dry, rich 
and fertile; while many of those at a greater dis- 
tance therefrom, or toward their sources, are of a 
cold and sterile soil, covered with long coarse 
grass. Northwardly still of these prairies, and 
westwardly towards the Mississippi river, the coun- 
try improves very much, being variegated with 
low flat hills, with gentle acclivities; a rich soil, 
well watered, and well adapted .o cultivation. 
The territory of Missouri contains a large pro- 
portion of land of inferior quality below or south of 
the Missouri river, and approaching to within a few 
miles of the Mississippi. But some districts con- 
tain extensive tracts of fine land, especially on the 
rivers. We know but little yet of the interior of 
this extensive territory—teo little to hazard an opi- 
nion concerning the general quality of the soil.— 
The government has authorized the survey of a 
large portion of it, in the vicinity of St. Louis, 
extending on both sides of the Missouri from its 
confluence with the Mississippi. ‘These surveys 
are now progressing under the direction of that 


,and wet for cultivation; but such tracts are gener. 
‘ally found at some distance from the streams, or at 
their sources. ‘The black swamp, well known from 
ithe difficulties which it presented to the transpor- 
‘tation for the army in the late war, lies between the 
‘Maumee and the Sandusky, parallel to the former, 
(and distant about twenty miles fromit. The San- 
dusky plains, is, perhaps, the highest land between 
the Ohio river and the lake; tie Sandusky anJ 
some branches of the Scioto having their sources 
in tuem. These plains are about twenty miles in 
extent, and quite level, variegated with little isiets 
and peninsulas of wood; but towards the middle of 
the plains there is little or no wood, to interrupt 
the delightfal view ofa level smooth plais, covered 
in the spring and summer with Jong cuarse grass. 
The soil on these plains is not so favorable for cul- 
tivation, but well adapted for grazing. Ik contains, 
however, some extensive tracts of rich land on the 
borders of the Sandusky. 

But it is probable that the United States’ reser. 
vations at the foot of the lower rapids of the Sans 

dusky and Maumee rivers, that are more particu- 

larly the objects of your enquiry. Of these, then, 

[ shall now give you some account. 

The reservation at the lower rapids of the San- 

dusky, is two miles square, embracing the head of 
the navigation and the foot of a rapids of fifteen 

miles long. From the fort on the west side, which 

is near the centre, to the upper line of ihe reserve, 





excellent and indefatigable officer, gen. Wm. Rec- 
tor, the principal surveyor of the United States for 
the territories of Hilinois and Missouri. By these 
surveys much light will be thrown on the topogra- 
phy of that interesting country. 

Much might be said concerning those territories, 
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there is a fine rich bottom, mostly prairie. Below 
the fort the prairie extends to the lower line of the 
reserve, but part of itis rather wet. On the east 
side of the river there isalso some bottum. From 
these bottoms on each side of the river, to the 
eastern and western lines of the reserve, the land is 





*Sometimes called Wiami-of-thetuke. 
Yor, XP 


mostly rich and ro}ling timbered land, well adapted 


‘to cultivatren. 
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‘here has beena town laid off lately in the re 
serve, under the direction of the surveyor general, 
and in conformity with an act of congress passed 
at the last session. Itis situated in the north east 
quarter of the’reserve, on the east side of the river, 
on a high and beautiful plain. The streets run pa- 
vallel to the river, crossed by others at right angles. 
‘Ewo avenues of 132 feet wide, cross each other in 
the centre of the town. The lots are four poles in 
front by eight poles back; a proportionate number of 
out lots are laid off adjoining the town. There is 
a safe and convenient harbor dpposite the town, to 
which vessels, such as are used on the lakes, can 
ascend. The remainder of the reserve is laid out 
into lots of eighty acres as nearly as may be, hav- 
ing each one to front on the river, and extending 
back in form of a parallelogram. 

Thechannel of the Sandusky river through the 
whole course of the rapids is solid rock, forming a 
number of exeellent mill seats. There has been a 
mill erected lately at the foot of these rapids, near 
to the fort. Several families reside here, and have 
built a number of houses and made other improve- 
ments; probably, either with the view of purchas- 
ing at the sales, or under the fallacious expectation 
of obtaining pre-emption rights. 

There is a very valuable fishery at the foot of the 
rapids, where the inhabitants take prodigious quan- 
tities of the various kinds of fish with which the 
lakes abound, but more particularly the white basst 
as they are called, a fish broader, but not so long 
as the herring, which it otherwise very much re- 
sembles, and is highly esteemed. The quantities 
which may be taking at this fishery is almost incre- 
dible. . So profusely have some of the inhfab.tants 
used this bounty of a good Providence, that large 
quantities of bass were thrown out at the fishery 
in heaps, and suffered to putrify; the pernicious 
effects of which onthe atmosphere, is believed by 
intelligent persons who have visited the place, to 
have caused the sickness of some of the mhabi- 
tunts contiguous thereto. <A profit.ble market for 
these fish has been found in the towns and settle- 
ments of the state, into which they have been 
brought in great quantities. They have been sold 
at Chilicothe, this summer, at $25 per barrel, and 
retailed at one dollar per dozen. They are likely to 
become a considerable article of trade. This fish- 
ery, together with the valuable scites for water 
works, and other local advantages, must render the 
lots adjacent to them immensely valuable. 

The reservation at the foot of the rapids of the 
-Maumee river, is twelve miles square, which has 
been laid off and surveyed into four townships of 
six miles square, each township contaiming thirty- 
six sections, of 640 acres each. The whole tract 
contains about 92,000 acres, the greater part of 
which is good second rate upland, timbered with 
oak and hickory. ‘There are some large and rich 
tracts of bottom on the river, which are mostly prai- 
rie; and in the river are some valuable islands, 
particularly owe immediately below the foot of the 
rapids, which contains about acres of rich 
prairie, and has been under cultivation ‘several 
years. This island is surveyed into four tracts 
and will be offered at public sale with the other 
lands of the reservation. ke 

A town has been lately laid off within this re- 





+Dr. Mitchel of New York, in a late notice of 
some additions to the Ichthyology ofthe U. S. men- 
tions, among others, the herring of the lakes, with 
some interesting remarks on it, which I] have no 
duubt is the white bass here described. 








serve also, agreeably to an act of congress passed 
at the last session. It is situated on the eastern 
bank of the river, opposite to the large island be- 
fore described, and a short distance below Fort 
Meigs, on high and level ground, where the river 
bank has a handsome slope or descent to the water. 
The streets and avenues, which are spacious, run 
parallel to the river, crossed by others at right an- 
gles. Two avenues of 132 feet wide, cross each 
other at right angles at the centre of the town, 
running parallel with the streets. The in-lots are — 
poles in front by — poles back; the out lots contain 
acres each. ‘The channel of the river opposite 
the town is deep, and affords an excellent harbor 
for vessels. Vessels of the tonnage of those with 
which the lake is usually navigated may ascend the 
Maumee as high as the town. The local advantages 
enjoyed by this town are likely to make it a place 
of importance. Situated at the head of the lake 
navigation of a large river, which waters a tract of 
country exceeded by none in richness and fertility, 
it must one day become the emporiuin of an ex- 
tensive commerce. It enjoys likewise the advan- 
tage of being contiguous to the rapids of the river. 
which is eighteen miles in length, atfording a great 
many excellent scites for mills and manufactories. 
Above the rapids there is little or no obstruction to 
navigation to Fort Wayne, a distance ef 70 or 80 
miles, and I believe the St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s 
may be navigated many miles higher; the latter to 
my own knowledge may be, to Fort St. Mary’s, 
within 12 miles of Fort Lorrimies, on a creek of 
the same name, a navigable branch of the Miami of 
the Ohio. 

The fishery at the foot of the rapids of the Maumee 
is, in every respect, equal to that at the rapids of 
Sandusky, with this advantage, that the gvanirty of 
fish is, perhaps, as much greater at the former, as 
that river is larger than the Sandusky. 

The sections adjacent to the river arc to be sub- 
divided as those at the rapids of Sandusky, but into 
tracts of 160 acres instead of 80; having a small 
front on the river and running back to a length twice 
or thrice their breadth. 

Fort Meigs, which is rendered memorable by hav- 
ing successfully withstood two vigorous sieges in 
the late war, is situated about three fourths of a 
mile above the town, and near the foot of the ra- 
pids. ‘The old British fort, Miami, memorable in 
Wayne’s campaign against the Indinas in 1794, 
stands on the west side of the river, on a command- 
ing eminence, opposite to the lower end of the large 
island before described, and perhaps about three- 
fourths of a mile below the town. It was here that 
Wayne so signally defeated the Indians in August, 
1794. 

This country, I believe, is as well supplied with 
springs as most parts of the state. There is a large 
and fine one at the upper end of thé town, on the 
Sandusky; and several others within the Reserve. 
There are also good springs within the reserve at 
the rapids of the Maumee. There is aremarkable one 
at upper Sandusky, which rises within the fort, from 
under a large oak tree, at the summit of a high 
bluff, on which the fort stands. 

All the several kinds of grain, such as Indian corn, 
wheat, rye, oats, barley, &c. which are cultivated in 
the western country, may, | believe, be raised in as 
great perfection on the waters of the lakes in this 
state. I have seenas good corn grow at the rapids 
of Maumee as in any part of this state; and as good 
wheat on the river Raisin, 40 miles further north. 
The cultivated grasses will also thrive well, for 
which many parts of the country seem peculiarly 
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adapted. Such tracts of the country as lie low, and 
are partially covered with water some part of the 
winter and spring, might, in most cases, be easily 
drained, which would render them as fertile as they 
are now rich. The soil is a black, loose, friable 
loam. Of this description is the black swamp; which 
probable derived its name from the blackness of 
the soil. Iam persuaded that the land, in general, 
of the lake side of this state, is not inferior in pomt 
of fertility to the Ohio side. 

The climate, on the borders of the lake, is colder 
than on the Ohio, in proportion to the difference be- 
tween their respective latitudes. But the weather 
is not so changeable—for when the winter sets in on 
the lakes, with frosts and snows, it generally con- 
tinues with little or no thaw until spring. ‘The ri- 
vers and lakes become frozen up, and the inhabi- 
tants frequently cross the lakes on the ice, in their 
caricles, with great expedition. ‘This difference, 
between the climate of the lakes and that of the 
Ohio, beyond what arises from the difference of 
latitude, is, in my opinion, owing to the prevalence 
of a northerly wind on the former; which, meeting 
no obstruction on an extensive sheet of water, com- 
municates continually to the southern coast of the 
Jake the temperature of a much higher latitude.— 
The winds, I believe, which are found to be most 
prevalent in every country, are those which set in 
from the outlets of the rivers towards their sources 
—or from the lower towards the higher parts of the 
country. ‘lo apply this principle to the difference 
of climate above mentioned, it may only be neces- 
sary to observe, that from the sources of the rivers 
and streams which fall into the Ohio and the lakes, 
there must be_more or less descent towards each. 
in the latter case, the rivers of this state which fall 
into the lake, run a northerly course; the prevailing 
wind, therefore, would be from that point, and would 
bring with it, as before observed, the temperature 
of a more northern latitude. In the other case, the 
general course of the Ohio is westerly and southerly; 
the prevailing winds, therefore, are from those 
points, and bring with them the milder temperature 
of the Mississippi. The climate of that part of Ohio 
bordering on the lake, is somewhat colder, perhaps, 
than that of the Potomac; while this’ part of the 
state is much warmer, though something more 
northerly. On the foregoing principle also, the 
meeting of two counter currents of wind may, with 
propriety, be assigned as the cause of the frequent 
and sudden changes of weather, which the southern 
part of this state is subject to. The limits of my | 
letter, and the necessary attemtion to your other 
enquiries, will not permit me to add more on this 
subject. 

The public land in the reserves, on the Sandusky 
and Maumee rivers, together with the tewns di- 
rected to be laid out, have just been surveyed. But 
it is not probable that the sales will take place be- 
fore May or June next. Public notice of the time 
will be given in the Washington City and other pa- 
pers. These lands are attached to the Canton dis- 
trict, and will be sold at Wooster, within the dis- 
trict, and at which place the land offices are 
kept. 

Agreeably to the treaty of Brownstown, and in| 
conformity with the acts of congress authorising 
the same, a road has been laid out and surveyed, 
under the direction of the surveyor-general of the 
United States, from the foot of the rapids of the 
Maumee, to the western line of the Connecticut re- 
servation. This road commences near the new town 





at the former place, and passes through the princi- 


pal avenue, and pursues the most eligibte ground 
for a road and settlement, crossing the Sandusky 
about a mile below the new town laid off on that 
river, and intersects the western line of the Connec- 
ticut reserve, about 23 miles north of the south-west 
corner thereof. The whole length of the road ie 
about 48 miles. By the treaty of Brownstown, like- 
wise, all the land, within one mile on each side of 
the road, was ceded to the United States. ‘his 
tract of two miles wide will be surveyed ‘into sec- 
tions and prepared for sale, it is expected, immedi- 
ately after the location of the road shall have bean 
approved by the President of the United States. In 
case the location of the road shall be approved, it 
is very probable that the reserves on the Maumee 
and Sandusky, together with the lots in the new 
towns, and the tract of one mile wide on each sid¢ 
of the road, will be offered for sale together, some 
time next summer. ‘he intercourse between this 
state and the Michigan territory, will render this 
road a very public and important one, and the land 
on each side valuable. 

I will next offer a few thoughts on the subject of 
your enquiry, “whether I think the market on the 
lakes is likely to be as good as it is at New-Or- 
leans??? 

On this subject a wide field is opened for reflec- 
tion, and a variety of important considerations pre- 
sent themselves; but as I have already exceeded 
the limits I had prescribed to myself for this letter, 
I shall call your attention only toa few points. 

New-Orleans is the great emporium of the com- 
merce of the extensive and fertile regions watered 
by the Mississippi and its thousand streams; and, 
from the unequalled commercial advantages it pos 
sesses, it is like to become the greatest commercia 
city in the world. But, hitherto, the trade to News 
Orleans has not been very profitable to the western 
farmer. The great distance to it, from the upper 
part of the Ohio, generally obliges the trader (in- 
stead of storing his produce to wait for better mar- 
kets) to sell to New Orleans’ merchants at sucha 
prices as they may be pleased to give him. Thus 
the merchants, or exporters, have the profits of the 
trade; and they will continue to have it while it is 
carried on in the present way. But let evr mer- 
chants and other enterprizing men, build and equip 
sea-vessels in our own waters, and freight them at 
their own wharves, with the produce of the country, 
for foreign markets, and we shall soon see trade 
flourish, and our markets, at home, become us good, 
perhaps, as they are now at New-Oricans. Sea-vese 
sels of 150 or 2UU tons burden may, with full car 
goes, be navigated down the Ohio and Mississippi 
with perfect safety, in the same manner that large 
fiat bottomed boats are, and with as little difReuliy. 

From the lakes the export trade, except in furs 
and peltry, is inconsiderable, because there 15 yet 
no channel through which the productions of th 
country can be conveyed to market. ‘The catarac 
of Niagara presents an insuperable obstacle to th: 
navigation between the upper lakes and lak 
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axe Onta- 
rio; and even from the latter, the or’ ; outlet to the 
ocean (the St. Lawrence) passes throegh the domi- 
nions of a foreign country. To obviate these diil- 
culties, the legislature of New-York have passed an 
act and made large appropriations for openiig 4 
grand canal to connect the navigable waters of the 
Hudson river with luke Erie, and thereby open a 
direct water communication between the upper 
lakes and the ocean, through the state of New-York. 
This stupendous work is already eommenced, and 
will doubtless be completed with as htthe dotay af 4 
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work of such magnitude will permit.* The pro- 
duce of the country bordering on the lakes, may 
then be conveyed to New-York with less expence, 
and in one-half or one-fourth of the time that it 
would require to perform a voyage from Pittsburg 
to New-Orleans. At New-York the markets are 
ulways better, and goods cheaper, than at New- 
Orleans; and this is likely to be the case, while we 
continue to import the manufactures of European 
countries, and to supply their-markets with the 
produce of our soil; because the length and risk of 
a voyage from New-Orleans to a European port 1s 
much greater than from the eastern ports of the 
United States, I am unable, from my limited Know- 
ledge of commercial affairs, to go into a calculation 
of the comparative expences and profits of the trade 
from the western country to New-Orleans and New- 
York respectively, through the channels here point- 
ed out; butitis evident to me, and I think must be 
#0 to every unprejudiced mind, that the advantage 
is, or will be when the New-York canal is complet- 
ed, decidedly on the side of the lake trade. 

The western states are yet in their infancy, as well 
i) agriculture and commerce as in population; but, 





in each of these respects, they are steadily and ra-| 
pidly advancing to manhood. Possessing, as they! 
do, a mild and salubrious climate, and a rich and 
fertile soil, with so great an extent of territory, the: 


western states must shortly become the most weal-| 
thy and populous in the union. The centre of po-, 
pulation and wealth is rapidly inclining westward;| States. The unceded Indian lands in this state 
‘amounts to nearly one fourth of its whole extent; 
and the rapid increase of the population and wealth 
‘of the state, and the rising value of the lands, seem 


to call aloud for the purchase of this tract, to be 


and within a very years hence it will “cross the moun- 
tains.’ The tide of emigration to the westward 
this season, principally to the states of Ohio and 
Indiana, has exceeded all example! ‘These two 


seduce them from their friendship with us. A num 
ber of them have become agriculturalists and own 
valuable farms, and are much more civilized than 
the western Indians generally are. These tribes 
have every inducement to continue peaceable and 
friendly towards us. They are nearly insulated, by 
our settlements, from the other tribes. Those of 
this state bound them on the south and east, and 
Michigan territory on the north; besides a consider- 
able body of the United States lands in that terri- 
tory is now surveying, and it is expected will be 
brought into market the ensuing summer, by which 
means the settlements will be much strengthened. 
I mention these things to shew the perfect security 
with which families may reside in any part of the 
public lands on or near this frontier. 

There is good reason to expect, that within a few 
years at most, the United States will purchase from 
the Indian tribes which claim them, all the unceded 
lands in Ohio, Indiana and the territories of Illinois 
and Michigan, of which 





Ohio contains about . 6,000,000 acres 
Indiana, . : ° « 17,000,000 
Michigan ter. . 11,000,000 
Illinois ter. , 7,000,000 
Total, 41,000,000 


Of which, by far the greater proportion, is rick 
and fertile, capable of sustaining as great a popula- 
tion as any other tract of equal extent in the United 


states contain, I believe, a greater body of good land,| placed in market. ~If this were done, the greater 


in proportion to their extent, than anv other two 
states or territories in the union. ‘Towns, villages 


and settlements are rising where, a few months ago, | 


there was nothing but a trackless forest—and I look 
forward to the time, as at no great distance, wuen 
the great western rivers and lakes shall be covered 
with hundreds of steam boats, performing regular 
voyages between New-Orleans and the numerous 
ports on the Mississippi and its great tributaries— 
between New-York and the upper lakes, through 
the grand canal; and even the great inland voyage 
from New-York to New-Orleans! and when we shall 
be regularly supplied with “ship news” from nume- 
rous great and flourishing “ports” on the lakes and 
great western rivers! These “notions” may to many 
seem extravagant, but I verily believe that the event 
will justify them. 

I come lastly to answer your enquiry, “whether 
there is any danger to be apprehended from the 
Indian tribes on the frontier of Ohio?” 

The number of Indians, who inhabit the unceded 
part of the state, is but small—too small to create 
any alarm whatever among the frontier settlers. 
They consist of only a few seattered families, prin- 
cipally on the Sandusky and Auglaize rivers. These 
Indians remained friendly to the United States dur- 
ang the whole of the late war, notwithstanding the 
various means made use of by the hostile tribes, 
and our more than savage neighbors at Malden, to 

*For much interesting information concerning the 
grand New-York canal, I refer you to the memorial 
of the citizens of that state to the legislature there- 
of—-(see Niles’ Weekly Register, supplement to vol. 
9, page 145)—to the reports of the commissioners, 
and a committee of the legislature, (Weekly Reg. 
vol. 10, page 10) and to the act of the legislature, 
{ Weekly Reg. vol. 10, page 198.) 





part of it would probably sell immediately. 


Should this hasty sketch afford you any interest- 
ing and satisfactory information, on the several sub- 
jects of your enquiries, I shall be gratified. 

Iam, with much respeet, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
SAM’L WILLIAMS. 

Samuel W. Young, esq. 

Hilisbore’, Loudon county, Va. 





Commissariat. 


We call the attention of our readers to a letter 
from major general Garnes, on the subject of a com- 
'missariat; a subject very important, and we believe 
not generally well understood. [Mat. Int. 

WasHIncTon, prc. 16, 1816. 

Sir—In reply to your communications relative to 
the supply of rations to the army, I have the honor 
ito state— 

ist. Lhave not a doubt but a well organized com- 
missariat would insure a safer, a cheaper, and in 
every respect a better supply than the present system 
of contract; nor have lI heard of a doubt upon the 
subject, excepting only as to the expence. 

Upon this point it may be remarked, that most of 
|the contractors have made very handsome profits, 








}and many of them indeed great fortunes, under con- 


| tracts apparently reasonable. 

Contractors are in the habit of employing an agent 
for each post, and in some cases confiding to sub- 
contractors the supply of particular department or 
posts. 

It is not likely that a man of business, who is 
honest and discreet, would bid off the contract with- 
out a pretty certain prospect of profit. 

Could the government find no man to place at 
the head of the commissariat, as well qualified to 
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i i as one of the latejpunishment for such an offence; and yet, under 
Siar proces pbb cic kr?s industry and|the present system, damaged rations have been 
capacity, to the late agents of the rich contractors; forced upon the troops, and many of them thereby 
in this case the contract system should be preferred.jsickened and killed, without any remedy being 

If a contractor can make a clear profit, the pub-/provided against contractors, save only the misera- 
lic, by their commissariat, may do so likewise, and ble farce of an action wpon the case. 
therefore the latter will be the cheaper mode of; It is true, that, under the contact system, de- 
supply. maged provisions may be refused and destroyed, 

The public would, in this case, save the exact and the general may order the quarter-master, upon 
amount which, under the contract system, would/}the failure of the contractor, to purchase the proper 
fall into the hands of contractors. But, even sup- supplies. : 5 | 
posing the contract to be bid off at too lowarate,) 1 hese regulations look very well indeed upon pa- 
to enable the contractor to make any clear profit; per. They seem to afford reasonable security against 
supposing the contractor to be actuated alone, in the evils which they were intended to obviate. But 
the supply of rations to the troops, by the pape are they in practice? ; 
patriotism, without the prospect of making money, __ The general requires the contractor to furnish 
still the commissariat would be preferable; because,\ twenty day’s complete rations for ten thousand men, 
a contractor, having no possible prospect of maake)5¢ a given point upon the frontier. The contractor 
ing money, would be constantly embarrassed with/reports the supply deposited at the place and time 
the apprehension of losing money—-and in every|appointed. The army arrives near the enemy; every 
purchase he would see before him the wretched officer and every man is necessarily occupied in 
alternative of selecting the cheapest, and conse-| preparing for action. _In the mean time, it is found, 
quently the worst provisions, or being involved injin reviewing the provisions, that a great portion of 
bankruptcy and ruin. , ‘them are damaged. Ihe inspection takes place, 

The choice of these evils can readily be imagined. and the provisions are condemned, and the army 
It is a choice, as most officers who have had separate left destitute. 
































commands, can testify, that has imposed upon our, 
troops tbe cheapest and coarsest provisions; and 


The general will probably be compelled either 
to make a premature effort to bring on an action— 


which have, on many occasions, been so much \be beaten, or make a disgraceful retreat, or he must 
’ i 


damaged as to sicken and kill hundreds of our men. 

Upon this subject, I beg leave to call the attention 
of your honorable committee to the official reports 
and returns of the army, stationed at French Mills, 
in the autumn and winter of 1813, to February 
1814; by which it will be seen that out of about 
——= men were sick at once, and that from the 
18th November to the Ist February, there were 
deaths; and I feel warranted by the reports of 
the medical staff, particularly those of Dectors Ross, 
Lovel and Woodbury, as well as by my own obser- 
vation, in saying, that for the most part the di- 
seases and deaths at that place proceeded from the 








endeavor to subsist his army upon damaged rations. 
The troops are dispirited, sickened, and many of 
ithem desert—and yet the contractor is screened 
from military punishment. He abandons his con- 
tract whenever he finds it to be unproductive of 
sain. The quarter-master is then compelled to 
leave his regular duties, and without due time, or 
any previous arrangements, to avail himself of the 
best markets, and in a country where little can be 
got at any price, he is obliged to purchase such 
supplies as the country will at once afford, and is. 
often compelled to give any price which a know- 
ledge of the pressing calls of the service may in- 













damaged provisions which the troops were com- duce the avaricious seller to demand, 
pelled to eat, or to eat nothing. 2d. The organization of the commissariat should 
The suffering of the troops, from a similar cause, be as follows: 
at many other places, during the war were not} The chief should have the rank, pay and emolu- 
much less severe than at French Mills; insomuch,|ments of the adjutant and inspector general, and 
that I have not a doubt that we have lost more |be stationed at the seat of government. Next to 
men by disease, contracted principally in the usejthe chief there should be attached to each division 
of bad provisions, than we have lost by the fire of lof the army a commissary-general, with the rank 
the enemy. Besides, the military system which;pay and emoluments of an adjutant-general; also, 
comprehends individuals not subject to military/an assistant for each department, with the rank, pay 
law, and under the positive control of the com-jand emoluments of an assistant adjutant-general, 
manding officer of an army, is radically defective, |aud for each post an issuing commissary, with the 
and calculated to paralize a military body. An'rank, pay and emoluments of a lieutenant. 
army, immediately dependent upon any other, | Candidates for these appointments should be re- 
except the single military head, is a monster; and)quired to exhibit to the department of war proper 
although its native prowess may often force it, with}evidence of character and quulifications, and be 
all its deformities, to victory; yet, to make victory|appointed and commissioned in the same mamer, 
more sure, the immediate military head should | and take the same oath, as officers of the line of 
command the whole strength and resources im-) the army, and enter into bond, with approved se- 
mediately connected with the army under him. curity, for the faithful performance of their duties. 
The supply of rations is vitally important to the; The rank of these officers should in no case en- 
very existence of an army; it is infinitely more so/title them to command in the line, except when 
than the supply of clothing, of pay, or even of arms |specially ordered thereto by the commanding fe- 
and ammunition. neral. Rank, however, should be given them, be- 
An army could, by sudden changes of position, | cause Without it they would often be subject to the 
preserve itself for weeks or months without the) embarrassing control of young inexperienced off- 
latter, but the most patriotic band could not bel cers, and would fail to command, in the lower 
kept together for more than a few days without}grades of the army, that respect which rank is ne- 
rations. Should any officer of the ordnance de-|cessary to produce, 
partment attempt to palm upon the army damaged | Ihe chief of the commissariat should have the con- 
powder, or even damaged flints, surely no man/troul of the officers and other persons empicyed in 
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could doubt the propriety of prompt military jlis department. And, under the direction of the 
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war department, should superintend the purchase 
and supply of rations, &e &c. 

It should be the duty of the commissaries of di- 
visions and departments to make all purchases of 
the component parts of rations, and forward the 
sime to such place and in such quantities for issue 
as the general or officer commanding the depart- 
ments may direct respectively, and to make unex- 
pected visits to the different posts, inspect the pro- 
visions and resulate the issues, the accounts and 
abstracts, &c., 

The purchasing as well as the issuing commissa- 
ries to be required to make monthly as well as quar- 
terly statements of the amount of'cash received and 
expended, and the quantity of provisions purchased 
and the quantity issued since last return as well 
as the quantity and quality of the provisions on 
hand. These staiements to be certified upon honor 
and forwarded to the chief of the department and 
a duplicate thereof sent to the general or public 
officer commanding. They wiil moreover be re- 
quirec to render quarterly accounts in such form 
as may be prescribed by the war department. 

In this way the state of the supplies and accounts 
of each officer of the commissariat will be distinctly 
tmderstood monthly, and quarterly, by the chief of 
the department; who, possessing the power to arrest 
or suspend any deling:ent, would prevent or prompt- 
ly detect every irregularity. But th most effectuai 
check will be found in the general officer command. 
ing divisions, departments and principal posts, whe 
in addition to the power to arrest and try officers, 
should be autharizcd to receive from them all public 
monies, and supply the place of such delinquent 
officers by temporary appointments until the casual 
vacancies should be filled, 

It is the duty of the inspector, to inspect the 
troops and supplies of each post and corps once in 
two months—in addition to this he may be instruct- 
ed to inspect the provisions particularly as to 
guulitz and quantity, and compare the same with the 
monthly report of the commissary, and in all cases 
of negiect or omission an the part of such commissa- 
ry he wiil be punishable by the sentence of a gene- 
ral court martial. 

It seems to be admitted by all, that in time of 
war the commissariat would be desidediy prefera- 
ble to the contract system. 

This I consider to be a conclusive argument in fa- 
vor of the immediate adoption of the measure. 


any branch of military knowiedge is necessary for | 


a state of war, it. pr.ciical introduction in time of 
peace cannot but be proper if it be practicable.— 
The commissariat particularly should be organized 
and put into operation in time of peace. 

{ have the honor to be, very respectfully your 
most obedient servant 

EDMUND P. GAINES. 

The hon. Joan Wittiams, of the senate, 

Chairman of the military committee, 








Y . 
Treasury Circular. 
Treasury Depariment, Dec. 2th 1816. 
Srr—I have received notice from the president 
and directors of the bank of the United States, 


that the bank will commence its operations in 
Philadeiphia, on the Ist day of the next vear, and 


that they will be ready on that day to receive the | 


public monies deposited in the state banks, and 
hold them subject to the orders of the treasury.— 
Like notices are expected upon the establishment 
of Branch banks in the principal commercial cities. 


Before any definite decision is made upon this pro- 


|position, it is deemed expedient to ascertain the 


course which the state banks in those cities will 
pursue in relation to the resumption of specie pay- 
ments. If the determination of the banks to resume 
specie payments on the Ist of July, 1817, which 
has been communicated to this department, is 
persevered in, there will be no hesitation in order- 
ing the transfer to be made with as little delay as 
the interest of the community will admit. As an 
inducement to change that determination, it is pro- 
posed on the part of the treasury, that if the state 
banks will resume specie payments on the 20th 
day of February next, that the public money now 
in their vaults shall not be transferred to those of 
the bank of the United States, and that between 
that day and the 1st of July next as small a portion 
of that sum shall be drawn as the demands upon 
the treasury will admit. As the receipts into the 
treasury during the year will probably exceed the 
current demands upon the treasury, it is proposed 
to discharge those demands principally from the 
current receipts, until after the Ist day of July, 
1817; subsequent to that day, the money will be 
drawn for as the demands upon the treasury may 
require; but, in no case shall it be drawn for the 
purpose of being deposited in the bank of the 
United States, except to sustain it against any 
pressure which may be attempted to be made up- 
on it or its branches. The means of the treasury 
to aid the operations of banks in effecting a revolu- 
tion in the state of the currency, so imperiously 
necessary to the public interest, are considered 
ample, and the strongest disposition exists to apply 
them so as to produce the most beneficial results. 
The power of transferring such portior. of the de- 
posits, with a view to equalize the benefits resulting 
from them among the banking community, as the 
situatioh of the several banks may require, is ex- 
pressly reserved. 











In making this proposition to the state banks, 
‘the strongest reliance is placed in their disposition 
‘to join in the effort necessary to relieve the com- 
‘munity from the evils to which it has been sub- 
'jected, by the disordered state of the circulating 
‘currency. It is confidently believed, that the 
‘interests of the banks and of the community are 
‘not in opposition to each other, and that any 
| sacrifice which the effort may cost them will be 
/compensated by the advantages and facilities which 
‘it is in the power of the treasury to afford them. 
In deciding upon the question submitted to their 
‘consideration, the friendly character and disposi- 


j 


, tion of the bank of the United States towards them 
jought not to be overlooked. 


| The deep interest which the treasury has in the 
|support of bank credit, and the connection which 
it has with the bank of the United States, would, 
independent of the known disposition of that institu- 
tien to conciliate the state banks, be sufficient to 
protect them against an illiberal policy on its part 





In closing this communication, candor compels me 
'to state, that there exists no reason to expect that 
ithe resolution of the last session of congress, rela- 
| tive to the collection of the revenue after the 20th 
of February next, will be rescinded. 


An early communication of the decision of the 
institution over which you preside is respectfully 
i requested. , 


WM. H. CRAWFORD, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
| The president of the bank of 

















Meas. 
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rani 1c > atur: e ult. his ex- 
Pennsvlivania Legislature. On Saturday, the 14th Decembet sare 
The following resolution was'‘effered by Mr, Low: | °C rey. “msrew Pickens, coq. ovey 2° ar 
ee ee ] rth Hes b | ei peared in the hall of representatives, at Columbia, 
“a . iver: vty ier pate | a. lth S.C. where both houses of the legislature were as- 
~ pr pre 7 . oy ae by een eal sembled, for the purpose of qualifying—previously 
PERS. OF FRE. UES Renee anaes. sere OP In Sy wiki ceremony, he addressed them as follows: 
last, it is resolved “That from and after the 20th ‘ rhe. 
d © Pebruary_ next “hy debt > “Fellow-citizens of the senate, 
eee ee g aste eget: hic re and of the house of representatives, 
sums of money accruing or becoming payable to} gaia py you, to a highly honorable station, I 
the United Siates, oucht to be collected or received ee . >, es’ pC HERE ES 
eis | ‘teq | take this opportunity of offering my acknowledge- 
otherwise than in the legal currency of the United | dacs Fanitsaltanadednteted, and. the. ouubaethe 
States or ireasury notes, or notes of the bank of; ‘ conterrea, 


- : ‘ ee 
the United States, or in notes of banks which are, Fagen if it pom eBid ol a yh odd 
payable and paid on demand in the legal currency, a Piades stare atege reece Cag, RE gy 
of the United States.’—-And whereas a number of|2U"e of my hapiness will be fall; but wm pursuing 
i ‘ tO.b Ore Be Ors i c } sd ei . >| , ; > 
the incorporated banks of this state have signified what I believe _ be my public duty, nener ere 
ea hee . oh gratification of friends nor the censure of enemies, 
their intention of not paying their notes in the le-| shall divert me from my purpose 
rT a e ‘ ‘ r y * © 
al currency of the United States, till the first of| ; . A 
te al y , | ©The public and general interest, shall be my 
pe S j . . . - sy ° a 3 tad , 
And whereas, during the continuance of this’ ruling: principle; ‘and personal rh saty RT ny 
oP . ° Nryase,. ar; ous -_|constant guide. Lrely, gentlemen, upon your can- 
state of the circulating medium, the citizens of this . ' tw of 
commonwealth will he ébebsereseed teil subjected |2°r and liberality; and the candor and liberality 0 
i : 3 . 4 av ' >. + . . . ° 
to heavy losses in procuring a sufficiency of tea Je- | Our fellow-citizens, in judging of my official conduct, 
a OSSE5 i § “TF mv ‘s_ for errors T will most certainly com- 
gal currency to discharge the duties, taxes, debts,! . If my errors, for errors T will rie ee Rp te 
or sums of money accruing or becoming payable to. mit, proceed from the head and not from the heart, 
: { < « } . ° 
the United States and until the P :per of the dif-| the white mantle of charity should cover them; but- 
ferent banks be restored to the value of metallic, if they can be traced to a depraved mind, and a cor- 


} 
currency, the mercantile, manufacturing and agri- 











‘rupt heart, then let the censure and approbation of 


lal} “co 39 
: ; . . lall, rest uponme. I am now ready to qualify. 
cultural interest are subject to serious loss and in-| iis Se thie tide Cie onth ue efhca alka 
convenience: i . i ; Dias 3 < \e 


| fl . . . ; 
ade . iwas installed and procluimed with due solennity. 
And whereas, it is the duty of the legislature to P , : 


eng'tire into, and as far as circumstances will justi- ee 

fy, give relief, in all cases of general distress and| Claims for property lost. &e 

embarrassment, arising among the citizens: There-' Nie, yi : 

fore Message from the President ef the United States, transmitting, in 
b J 


F . . | compliance with a resolution of the house, of the 6th instant, 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- | the proceedings of the commissioner appointed under the act to 
quire into the expediency of requiring the incorpo- 


authorise the payment of property lost, captured or destroyed 
rated banks of this state to resume specie payments; | 








by the enemy, while in the military service of the United States: 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

and also to enquire whether anv lecislative provi-| In ee Wy with er resolution _ the paaee of representa. 
: - ade ee 7 | tives, of the 6th instant, I transmit to them the i c 

sion be necessary to define more specifically the | ntdalioner adeseheaed anader the “eet te aithorioe Wc ate tiseet 

manner in which suits may be brought and support- j\for property lost, captured or destroyed by the enemy, while jo 
ed against banks or other incorporated companies the military service of the United States, and for other purposes,” 


for the payment of their noies in the legal curren-| 2° reported by the commissioner to the a ft ae 
or t! ym Le: gs AMES MADISON, 
cy of the United States, and make report. December 21, 1816. 





| ‘The acting secretary of war, has the henor to submit to the pres 


Legislature of South Carolina ; |sident the report made by the commissioner of claims, relative to 


|his proceedings under the act “authorising the payment fur pro- 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. J. L. | erty lust, captur-d or destroyed by the military service of the U. 


» States, and for other parposes.” 
Wilson on the 11th December ult. was concurred. tia initas) 





GEO. GRAHAM. 


in by both branches of the legislature, viz. | December 20th, 1316. 
Whereas, the highest tribute of respect which a| 


bl; +s off; a REPORT. 
‘a7 . , ’ " Yr 
repuDlican government can pay its ofncers, is the, Orrice oF clams, &e. 


approbation of its free men, unequivocally and can- | Washington. December 17th. 1316 
: ar . . - ‘ fee rehs . : i. 7 
cidly expressed; and whereas James Madison, has, The commissioner appointed pursuant to the law entitled, “an act 
with wisdom, firmness and patriotism, exereised | %suthorive the payment for property lost, capeured, of dest, 
for near eigiit years, the hich and important office States, and for other purposes,” in obedience toa letter from the 
of president of the United States, preserving and, 8cting www of one ae > ting Bip Pe Seo a 
: . eT en 4 aank , Frepresentatives, passed on the Och pustant, mi the following words, 
supporting the character of the nation in peace and! «x usoived. That the President of th United States be. and he is 
war; and is soon about to return to the peaccful hereby, requested to lay before this honse the proceedings of the 
shades of retired life: commissioner, appoited under the act, passed at the last sessian, 
: - = entitled, “an act to authorise the payment for property lost, cap- 
Hesolved unanimously, That the legisiature of | tured or destroyed, by the enemy, while in the military s-rvice 
South Carolina called, with grateful recollections,, of the United States, and for other purposes,” 
the past services of James Madison, president of the RESPECTEULUY REPORTS he P - , 
ad ‘ ry ae, 4 That as soon as he received from the President a notification of 
{ nited ptates; and whilst they, in common, yield 4;, appointment, he proceeded to the execution of the initiative 
this venerable statesman and patriot, to retirement, duties required from him, by preparing such rules and regulations, 
discharged from those arduous public duties, so relative to the mode of presenting claims, and taking and anthen- 
? ae 4] Seren ticating evidence aS appeared to him to be necessary; which ru) s 
ione, faithfully r) W isely and prompuy rendered the and Tr. yulations, havig been approved bv the Pr 8} ent, wee pil > 
republic; they request he will receive their unfeign- lished in the form of notices, as enjoined by th 
ed approbation and regard, assuring him, their fer- "4 ne inp lip = ee ol eT we 
a . P 1 ‘ i S ‘ di err ‘ ne Tr sste e ta - 
vent benedictions and best affections accompany 
liim to the scenes of private life. — rpretation = yee reste ce ae ee - ms cht secure sustan- 
> a | recicl > an,] tal justice to the suficrers mitended to be relreved, an! at the same 
Resolved, That Vie presiaent of the senate aR ume, guard against fraudand imposition. On this part of the sub- 
speaker of the house of representatives, communi-| ject he b gs leave to refer te a copy of the said notices, in paper 
cate this resolution to James Madison, president of arked 4. 
the United States 
the ited States. 


‘ said act, on the 


vored to enter into the views of the legislature, by giving such an 


ition of the legislature to provide for, required no iittle atteution 


The multifarious losses which it appears to have been the inten- 


re asta = 
a geen apatite met 
a — Se ee 


& 
a 
yi 
a 
f { 
, 
m' 
iY 
; 
i} 
hy 





a ™* 
wen Met S 
or ein Hen 


= ris > =" ° 
en ak o —- 


+> yer ray, Se 


nt 


a mig 





' 


: 
t 
4 


ath a orm = aps A ye 


Bs ate ~ \ e- 


ES 
gee 4 
—? 





> lm 






- 


ne eine 


sor 
ak 





mee 


28 





NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 1817. 








separate and define. The first section of the act being confined to 
voluwtecrs or drafied militiamen, whether of cavalr , mounted 
riflemen or infantry.” and limited to the payment of horses only. 
adinitted of an easy interpretation; as did aiso thy second section, 
confined to “cavalry, mounted militia or volunceers,” which the 
comnnssioner Constructed also sulely to apply to the persons be- 
longing to corps, not in the regular services; though the word “ca- 
valry,’ used m contre distinction to “mounted militia or volun- 
teers,” may at first view seem to indicat@a different meaning, and to 
be intend: d to extend also to cavalry in the regular service. This 
section too relates solely to the loss of horses. 
Phe third scetion taking a larger scope, and involving a variety , 
of cases, he found it more difficult to satisfy himself as to its true 
wuport. The werds of this section are, “that any person, who in 
the late war aforesaid, has sustained damage, by the loss, capture 
or destruction, by an enemy, of any horse, mule, ox, waggon, cart, 
boat, sleieh or harness, while such property was ip the military scr- 
vice of the United States, either by impressment or contract, ex- 
ecpt in cases where the risk, to which the property would be ex- 
pos: d, was agreed to be incurred by the owney, if it shall appear 
that such loss, capture or destruction was without any fault or neg- 
ligence on the part of the ower; and any person who, during the 
time aforesaid, has susisined damage by the death of any such 
horse, mule or ox, in consequence of failure, on the part of the 


; Department of War, Sept. 7th, 1816+ 
, Sir—The President has been pleased to direct, that the occupa- 
tion of houses and buildings, by the military force of the United 
States, is embraced by the ninth section of the act “to authorise the 
payment for property Jost, captured or destroyed by the enemy,. 
while in the military service of the United States, and for other 
purposes,” and that compensation shall be allowed for dainage sus- 
tained in consequence of such occupancy, in the same manner as 
if such houses and buildings had been occupied as a military depo- 
site, under the authority of an officer or agent of the U. States. 
I have the honor to be, your most obedient, and very humble 
servant, 
(Signed) WM. H.CRAWFORD. 
Richard Bland Lee, esq. commissioner 
for settling claims fur property lost, &e. 


_ The commissioner considered this letter as sanctioning his own 
ill a retation of the ninth section of the ssid law; and it was not 
till after he received this note, that he felt himself authorised to 
give to ita practical construction by a formal adjudicature. 

On the twenty-first of October, the commissioner reeeived from. 
the department of war, as the organ of the executive government, 
a more general interpretation of the law in the following words: 





United States, to furnish the same with sufficient forage while in} 


the service aforesaid, shail be allowed and paid the value thereof.” 
The commissioner was at first disposed to consider the first clause | 
of this section as providing only for such injuries as proceeded from 
the acts ot anenemy. But inasmuch as damage by an enemy, must | 
almust universally happen in two ways, either “by capture or de- 
struction,” and as there were many other losses sustained by our 
eitizens, “without any fault or negligence on the part of the own- 
er,” such, for instance, as waggons and teams, lost by being forced 
to attempt to pass streams not fordable, contrary to the opinion of | 
the owners, by the compulsive orders of military commanders; on 
further reflection he was inclined to give this clause a mere extend- 
ed m-aning, and to consider the word “loss” as intended to be can- | 
tra distinguished frum the words “capture or destruction by an 
enemy,” and to denote such injuries as might have happened in a | 





manner other than “by capture and destruction of any enemy,” but | 9; yjliz 


“without any fault or negligenre on the part of the owner.” But | 


the opinion of the executive govcrument being in favor of adher- | 


ing to the first ee commissioner has felt it his duty buildings by an armed force for a night upon a march, is not within 
T : creto. See papermarked B. | the meaning of the said section, unless in the imMediate presence 
he two first sections of the act being strictly confined to military | of an enemy: That no compensation by way of interest, rent or 
corps, other than regulars, the change of expression in the third | damage, can be allowed, under the act, for the time which elapses 
between the destruction of the property and the decision of the 


to contorm his adjudications t 


section, in which the bruad words “any person” are used, seemed to 
denote that its provisions were intended to apply to every descrip- 


tion of citizens, whether they belonged to the regular army, or to | 


War Department, 21st Oct. 1816. 
Pursuant to the eleventh section of the act making provision for 


property lost, captured or destroyed by the enemy, while in the mi- 


| litary service of the United States, and for other purposes, the Prer 


sident has been pleased to direct, 

That the first and second sections of the said act, do not embrace 
the case of officers of the regular army, and that the property which 
a regular officer may have taken with him in the service, or which 
he may have been required by law to keep, is not comprehended by 
terms “impregsed ce lor contract,” used in the third section. 

That the provisions of the third section extend only to losses re- 
sulting from the acts of the enemy or fram the failure of the governs 
ment to supply the necessary forage. 

That the ninth section of the act extends only to cases of destruc- 
Gon yall yoo by the enemy, which are justifiable by the laws of 

warfare. The occupation of houses or buildings as places 
of military deposite, or by an armed force, must be continued up 
to the time of the destruction. ‘That the occupation of houses or 


ATE OO 


the ‘nilitia or yolunteers; inasmuch as the militia and volunteers, | resulting from the destruction of houses or buildings under the ninth 


while in actual service, recrived the pay and emoluments of regu: | 


Jars, the commissioner ultimately inclined to the opinion that losses 
happening, under similar circumstances, to persons engaged in 


either service, Were intended to be provided for. The werd “con: | 
tract’ appeared to him to be of extensive import; and in every | 


' eemmissioner ee ae | 
That the act does not extend to the case of consequential injury, ; 

section. : 

| No compensation can, therefore, be allowed for the destruction of 4 


houses or buildings not occupied as a military deposite or by a mili- 
tary force. ; : 
That in all cases of doubt, or of great importance, the ¢ommrs- 


Case as Well in the regular as in the nnilitia or volunteer service, | sioner shall submit the evidence to the executive before any decisioa_ 
in which the rank of the officer required that he should furnish | j, made. 


himself with a horse, that by accepting of his appointment he en- 
tered “into a contract” with the government to do so; and having 
done so, provided such horse died in consequence of a failure, on 
the part of government, to furnish sufficient forage, or was taken 
by the enemy; that a regular officer onght to be paid for bis horse 
iy the same manner as if he had belonged to the militia, or volun 
teer corps. But on this point, the executive government having 
considered the regular officer as excluded from this benefit, the 
commissioner has telt it a}so his duty to edopt his adjudications to 
that opinion See paper marked B, 

The fourth section admitted of an easy interpretation, applying 
solely to the Joss of “arms and military xccoutrements” of 


teers or dratted militiamen, who had furnished thernselves with the 
same. 


The fifth section is in these words, “that where any property has 


been impress:-d or taken by public authority, fer the use or subsis- 
tence of the army during the late war, and the same shall have been 
destroyed, lest or consumed, the owner of such property shall be 
aid the valine thereuf, deducting therefrom the amount whieh has 
n paid for the use and risk of the same, while in the service 
aforesaid,” 

This section has been construed to apply to all property, real, 
personal or mixed, which is been impressed or taken by public 
eae Without the consent of the owner, See papers marked 

. and B. 


The ninth section of the law. providing for losses of greater mag- 


nitude, and necessarily involving the payment of large sums of mo- | 


ney, the commissioner endeavored to avail himself of every assist- 
ance which appeared to be within his reach, to enable him to give 
to it afair, areasonable and a justinterpretation. With this view, 
erroneously supposing that be had a right to du so, he addressed to 
the attorney-general, the great law oflicer of the government, the 


oa marked C. In reply to which he received the answer mark- 


Having been disappojnted in obtaining this important aid, the com- | 


missioner, regarding the office that he filied as a kind of appen- 
dage to the department of war, addressed to the secretary thereof 


the letter marked F. enclosing copies ot his correspondence with | 


the attorney general. 

From tbis officer the comnissioner indulged the hope, that he 
should receive such an exposition as would enable bim to fulti} the 
views of the Irgislature, by affording # just redvess to the sufferers 
yntended to be relieved. Nor was this expectation disappointed, 
when the seer tary, after due consideration, and nu deubt consult- 


the best opinions, addressed to Bien, on the Tth Sept. a Rote in | 


DE 
tne folowing words: 


volun. | 


| Richard Bland Lee, esq. commissioner, OCs 

| 

| The commissioner will close this subject by referring to his cor- 
' respondence with the department of war, marked F. ; 

‘The number of adjudications made and entered by him since the 
first of July, under special acts, and under the general law of the 
Oth of April last, amount to 850: the total sum awarded, to 229,693 
dollars 15 cents, 

The proofs, in every case decided by the commissioner, are put 
into a trunk, the key of which will be delivered to the acting secre- 
tary of war; which papers are so sent, in conformity to the direc- 
tion of the president, and pursuant to a letter from the acting secre- 
| tary of war, bearing date on the sixteenth instant; a copy of which 


} 


| letter is referred to in paper marked G. 

In the office, a record of all adjudications was made, and the 
| evidence in each particular claim was filed with it. ‘The office was 
‘at all times open, and free liberty allowed to every citizen to exa- 
| mine either the adjudications or the evidence. All which is most 


| respectfully submitted. 
RICHARD BLAND LEE, ( 
Commissioner, OC ‘el 


P. S.—The commissioner thinks proper to send a copy of his let- 
| ter to the secretary of the navy, in the case of William O° Neale and 
| Robert ‘Taylor, dated on the second of October last, marked H. 
| He also begs leave to refer to certain acts, passed at the last ses- 
, sion of congress; many, if not all, of which he considered as cotem- 
| povangous expositions of the law which created this office. 
An act for the relief of William Flood. : 
An act for the relief of the supervisors of the county of Clinton, 
in the state of New-York. 
| An act for the rcliet' of Joseph Wilson. : 
An act fow the relief of Asher Palmer. ' ‘ 
An act authorising the payment for the court house of Hamilton , e 
‘in the state of Ohia. ime: ; 
| An act for the relief of the president and directors of the Wash 
ington Bridge Company. 
| Auact for the relicf of Charles Tedd. 
! 
> 





An act for the relief of Paul D. Butler. : 
An act for the relief Charics Koss and Samuel byreek, surviving 
executors of Juin Ross, deceased. 
etl . 
| ow i ' 
The notices of the commissioner, published in the last yolume oT 
the Weekly Register. 
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{B) - 
Copy of a letter from the hon. Wiliam if. Crawford, secretary of 
war to the commissioner. 
War Department, Oct. 21st, 3816. 

Pursuant to the 11th section of the act “making provision for 
property lost, captured, or destroyed by the enemy, while in the 
military service of the United States, and for other purposes,” the 
president has been pleased to direct : 

That the first and second sections of the said act do not embrace 
the case of officers of the regular army; and that the property 
which a regular officer may have taken with him in the service, 
ot which he may have been required by law to keep, is not ¢om- 
prehended by the terms “impressed, or by contract,” used in the 
third section: fF 

That the provisions of the 3d section extend only to losses result- 
ing from the acts of the enemy, or from the failure of the govern- 
ment to supply the necessary forage: 

That the ninth section of the act extends ee to cases of destruc- 
tion of property by the enemy, which are justifiable by the laws of 
eivilized warfare. The occupation of houses or buildings as places 
of military deposite, or by an armed force, must be continued up to 
the time of the destruction: 

That the occupation of houses or buildings by an armed force. 
for a night, upon a march, is net within the meaning of the said 
section, unless in the immediate presence of an enemy: 

That no compensation, by way of imterest, rent, ar damage, can 
he allowed, under the act, for the time which elapses between the 
destruction of the property and the decision of the commissioner: 

That the act does not extend to the case of consequential injury 
resulting from the destruction of bouses or buildings under the 
ninth section, No ¢ompensation can, therefore, be allowed for the 
destruction of bouses or buildings not occupied as a military depo- 
site, or by a military force: 

That in all cases of doubt, or of great importanee, the commis- 
sioner shall submit the evidence to the executive before any de- 
cision is made. 

(Sig y WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 

Richard Bland Lee, esq. commissioner, G'c. Se. 


Office of datece for property lost, Ge. 
Washington, July 1, 1816. 
SIR—Several claims have been submitted to me as provided for 
by the 9th section of the law of the United States, entitled “an 
act to authorise the payment for property lost, captured or destroy- 
ed while inthe military service of the United States, and for other 
purposes.” The words of the law are, “where any persop, during 


/outsuch as stood hig 


of the war department, that a doubt is entertained by him, whether 
the claims of the inhabitants of Buffalo, whose houses were de- 
stroyed by the enemy on the 30th of December, 1313, and on the 
ist of January, 1814, came within the provisions of the ninth section 
of the law of the 9th of April last, under which I act, I deem it 
args a to submit to the considcration of the president, the testimony 
ip the case of Gilinan Fulsom, before I definitively decide. ‘This 
case does not rest on such strong evidence as the few in which I 
have made awards. From my conversation with Mr. Graharn, the 
principal objection to the Buffalo clairns is derived, as I understand, 
from the official declaration of the enemy, to our government, that 
the village of Buffalo was burnt by way of retaliation. I will ob 
serve, that I have not been furnished with this information in an 
official form, or received any information from the executive go- 
vernment, how far it must be regarded in opposition to the testi- 
mony of our own eitizens, taken in pursuance of the directions of 
tbe aforesaid law of the ninth of April last. 

It is certain that this office has not the power of going out of 
the limits of the United States to take poggecen fy and the most 
natural place to obtain the best testimony which the nature of 
the case may admit of, appeared to be where the destruction was 
made. In selecting persons to take this testimony, I have sought 

Pin the confidence of the government of New. 
¥ork, and who held respectable judicial stations. I have endeavor- 
ed, in every instance, both in the regulations concerning the mode 
of taking and authenticating the testimony, and examining that 
testimony when furnished, to fulfil the injunctions of the law, by 
“paying a due respect, as well to the claims of jndividual justice as 
to the interest of the United States,” which, in my opinion, wiil be 
more certainly promoted and permanently established by acts of 
justice and retribution to its citizens who have innocently suffered 
in a war waged for the common benefit, than consigning them to 
undeserved misery and want, in imitation of governments which are - 
created and supported by military foree, and do not rest, like ours, 


on the basis of justice and equality of rights. 


I am very sensible that in the adjudications which I am bound 
to make, it will be extremely difficult always to hit precisely the 
middle course of rendering a reasonable justice to the claimant, 
without, in any degree, trenching upon the interest of the nation. 
But here humanity, considering the relative situation of the parties, 
will excuse, (if any should be discovered) a bearing to the side ot 





poverty and wretchedness. Enclosed I send, also, a newspaper, 
which exhibits the course which the British government has pur- 
sued relative to the losses sustained by their Canadian subjects dur- 
,ing the late war, as well from acts of their enemy as their own 


army. 


the late war, has sustained damage by the destruction of his or her | I shall be happy to receive from the president his instructions res 
house or building, by the enemy, while the same was occupied asa! lative to the case herewith sent, which shall consider it my duty 
military deposite under the authority of an officer or an agent of to obey. ‘Till then I shall suspend all adjudications under the ninth 
the United States. he shall be allowed and paid the amount of! section of the law. I am confidently impressed that the awards ia 
such damage: Provided, it shall appear that such occupation was all the cases which I have hitherto decided, relative to buildings 
the cause of its destruction.” | destroyed by the enemy in the late war, will be found in conformity 

I find a difficulty in determining what shall be deemed “a mili- | to the interpretations and instructions which I have received fram 
tary deposite” in the meaning of the law.” him, unless the Buffalo eases shall be excluded by the official decla- 

1. Must the term be limited to the storing of munitions of war?) ration of the enemy. 

2. Can it be extended to a military occupation, however tran-| _I have the honor to be, with great consideration and respsct, your 
sient, as quarters for suldiers for a month, a week, a day, or a less | obedient servant, 
time? RICHARD BLAND LEE, 

3. In a day of battle, if soldiers retire to a house to use it as a for- 
tress from which to annoy the enemy, without the order of an offi- 
cer, will such occupation be the meaving of the law? 

4. Ina day of battle, if soldiers oecupy a house for such purposes Washington, November ist, 1816. 
by order of an officer, however inferior may be his grade, will such | _SIR—I have received your note of to~lay, and beg you to inform 
occupation be within the meaning of the law? Your official answers | the president, that [ feel it my duty to confurm strictly to any in- 


The hon. secretary of war. 


“a 
Office of claims for property lost, Sc. 





to the foregoing questions will very much oblige, 


Your obedient servant, 
RICHARD BLAND LEE. 
The hon. Richard Rush, attornery-general. 
ip 
Copy ot a letter from the hunorable Richard Rush, attorney-general, 
to the commissioner. 
Washington, July 3, 1816. 
SIR—I have had the honor to receive your letter dated the first 
of this month. 


The 35th section of the act of congress of the 24th of September, , 


1789, is the only law marking down the public duties to be per- 
formed by the attorney peneral; and I have never felt myself at 
liberty to assume the responsibility of official opinion not enjoined 
by the terms or scope of that law. 

I beg you, sir, to be assured that nothing but an unwillingness to 
depart from this rule, (which has also, I believe, governed those who 
have heretofore been attorney generals,) leads me to decline giving 


answers to the questions which your letter has propounded for my | 


cunsideration, 

With great respect, 1 am your must obedient servant, 

(Signed) RICHARD RUSH. 

R. B. Lee, esg. 

: Ne 
Office of claims for property lost, Gc 
Washington, July 5th, 1815. 

SIR—I enclose to you a copy of my letter of the Ist inst. to the 
honorable attorney general, and a copy of his reply of the 3d.— 
Inasmuch as he declines answering the questions propounded to 
bim, I must request from you such opimons and instructions on 
the subject as you may deem pertinent. 

I have the bonor to be, with the highest consideration, your 
most obedient servant. 

RICHARD BLAND LEE. 

The hon. secretary of war 


Office of claims for property lost, &c. 
Washington, Octoher 28, 1816. 


| terpretation which he may please to give to the law of the 9th of 
| April last, toauthorise the payment for property lost, captured or 
| destroyed by the enemy, while in the military service of the U.States, 
and for other purposes,” and that no decision shalt be made on any 
j case depending on the ninth section of the said law, till I receive 
his further instructions. 
| Lhave the honor to be, with great respect and consideration, your 
, most obedient servant, 
RICHARD BLAND LEE, 
| Hon. Geo. Graham, acting secretary of war. 
‘F 
Copy of a letter from the hon. dan Graham, to the Commissioners 
War Department, November ist, 1816, 
' SIR—Your communications, dated the 25th and 28th of last month, 
have been submitted to the president, who has instructed me to say, 
that the third section of the act, “to authorise the payment for pro- 
| perty lost, eaptured or destroyed,” &e. will not jusaly the payment 
of claims for partial injuries to oxen or borses. 
} am also instructed by the president, to request that you will 
suspend all decisions under the uinth section of the above mentioned 
‘act, until further advised. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your mpast obedient 
| eervant, 
| (Signed) 


! 


GEORGE GRAHAM, 





Sapiens 
Foreign Ariicles. 
ENGLAND, &e. 

The British indulge themselves with many re- 
marks about our mission to Aafles, shewing at once 
their jealousy andhate. What is the result of that 
Imission, is not yet understood; it is suid that some 
lvessels have been given up, and there is afalk about 

aport in the Mediterranean, which the Baygtish 
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not permit us to have—by European powers, mean- 
ing England only; for none else can easily be effect- 
ed by a rendezvous for our shipping employed to 
keep the pirates of Barbary in check- 

A very numerous meeting of the ‘“burgesses and 
other inhabitants” of Glasgow, was held on the 
30th Oct. to consider of the propriety of address- 
ing the prince regent on the state of the country.— 
The resolutions adopted, speak of the distresses of 
the people as “unparalleled” and beyond the “reach 
of ordinary expedients’”’—saying that if something 
effectual be not applied, they “tremble for the ap- 
proach of an alarming crisis.” They speak of the 
«40,000 weavers and other mechanics” of that city 
and its neighborhood, “whose scanty pittance only 
mocks existence.” The debt, “unjustly called na- 
tional,’’ they say is 1000 millions; the interest 45, 
and the grand total of “profusion and extrava- 
gance,” 70 millions a year. ‘hey deprecate that 
these burthens were imposed to put the “despica- 
ble Bourbons” on the throne of France, to “restore” 
the pope, and “re-establish the jesuits and inqul- 
sition in Spain, and build up the bigotry and des- 
potism” of the dark ages. Whey allude to the pro- 
fligacy of ministers, run foul of the civil list, lash 
the pensioners, and speak of the intollerable bur- 
then of an army of 145,000 men, kept up in time 
of peace, “in contempt of the principles that placed 
the house of Brunswick on the throne.” The cor- 
ruption in the house of commons is freely spoken 
of, saying that the people have lost all control 
in the affairs of government. In Scotland, 98 per- 
sons elect the 15 members for the royal burghs, and 
the members for the counties are chosen by 2600— 
in all 2700 electors for all Scotland. ‘hat nothing 
but a complete change in the administration can 
‘‘tranquilize the people”’—and invite all persons to 
unite to bring it about, &c. 

The meeting directed a petition to the prince 
regent to be drafted on these resolutions, with 
some strong additions about purging parliament of 
pensioners and place-men.—And afterwards | 
its thanks to lord A. Hamilton, the lord mayor and | 
livery of London, the electors of Westminster, sir} 
F. Burdett, lord Cochrane, maj. Cartwright, Mr. 
Cobbett, and the Hampden club; and also to the 
editors of certain newspapers for their exertions in 
favor “of the liberty of mankind. ‘They state that 
the lord Prevost had refused them liberty to meet 
in the Trades-Hall, and compelled them to meet 
on the public green, and denounce him as having 
forfeited all claims to their confidence. The meet- 
ing recommended that similar meetings should be 
held in every town and village of Scotland. 

The proceedings occupy three columns of an 
newspaper. But the preceding abstract may shew 
their substance and design. 

Munificencel—The bishop of Durham (says a 
London paper) at present gives to the laboring poor 
of his neighborhood (exclusive of his usual work- 
men_) not less a sum than £30 a month, to be ex- 
pended amongst them, at ls. 2d. per day.” 

Now this bishop, besides “candle-ends and cheese 
pairings,” is in the direct receipt of 24,000 pounds 
a year. 
amount to 40,000, wrested by the bayonet from the 
people—out of which his lordship returns them, 
“at present,” £30 a month, or at the ‘rate of 1500 
a year—besides, O, generous man! paying those 


| poor £570 per week, and make, or have made, like 
his lordship, as many sermons a year, and preach 
them too, if required, as the bishop does! 

To be serious—with this bishop, as a member of 
a particular church, } have nothing to do. All na- 
tional churches are alike detested and detestable. 
But there is a species of impudence in the trumpet- 
ing-forth of the £30 charity of sucha man as this, 
that can hardly be too severely reprehended. 

A Gz, eenock paper notices the return to that place 
of 30 persons who had emigrated to the United 
States, disappointed in their calculations—several 
of them weavers, which could not get employ 
“while British manufactures were selling far below the 
original cost’”—adding, that other descriptions of 
mechanics and laborers had done better, and found 
employ &c. yet that the master of the vessel re- 
ported, that if he would have brought them back 
gratuitously, he might have had a thousand pas- 
sengers from New York. 

“To shew the height (says this paper) to which 
this emigrating mania has risen, we may notice that 
as we are told, among the persons returned by this 
vessel, is a gamekeeper, belonging to Yorkshire, who 
could not believe, until he had occular demonstra- 
tion of the fact, that the Yankees had no more use | 
for his services, than the people of Buenos Ayres, had 
for the stoves and hearth mats which some of our 
sage speculators sent out a few years ago, in the in- 
fancy of our commerce with that quarter” 

Lord mayor’s day. On the 9th of Nov. the usual 
civic feast was given at Guildhall, London, to a very 
distinguished company. After some cther toasts, 
the mayor gave “the American ambassador,” with 
three times three. The American ambassador re- 
turned his lordship thanks for the honor conferred 
on him, an honor which he had frequently experi- 
enced, and in returning thanks now he could only 
repeat what he kad said on former occasions. Gra- 
titude however, was fond of repetition. The citizens 
of London had recently proved the truth of this 





assertion; they had shewn theirs to his lordship by 
repeating this year the honor which thev had con- 
ferred upon him the last. He begged ta thank the 
company for the honor they had done him, and to 
give in return—‘Prosperity to the city of London.” 
(Loud applause) 

frost. On Thursday (says a paper of Nov. 11) the 
frost set in with remarkable severity in ‘London. 
On Friday forenoon the mist was so thick as to 
render it impossible to do business in the narrow 
streets without candles. In Scotland, since Satur- 
day the coldness has the keenness of settled winter. 

From the London Morning Chronicle. Yesterday 
seventeen persons were brought up by the officers 
of Bethnal-green parish, who found them on the 
preceeding night sleeping in the brick fields, some 
of them actually on the kilns that were burning. 
They all exhibited a most wretched and deplora- 
ble appearance, and were strictly examined by the 
magistrates with regard to their place of nativity, 
the business they were brought up to, &c. they all 
proved to be discharged sailors, who could get no 
employment, and had no means of subsistence; most 


His whole dues, perquisites, &c. &c. may! of them had not slept in a bed for several weeks, 


and were almost in a state of starvation, There 
was only one foreigner amongst them. One of them 
‘said he expected a ship immediately; he was dis- 
charged and the rest were committed under the vu- 





that work for him!—With due reverence for church 
dignity, and to shew my desire to relieve the dis- 


evant act.” 


Welsh Genealogy. Froma London paper—At a 


tresses of the people of England, I propose that |sale of an ancient Welsh lady’s library, the last lot 
they shall make me bishop of Durham, and, with | but one was, “An account of the prineipal Welsh 
f will engage to give to the| families, with their descent from Adam!. 
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TITHEs —A writer in the London Morning Ciro- 
nicle discusses the policy of abolishing tithes, and 
lays down four propositions, which he endeavours 
to prove. 

Ist. ‘hat tithes are a vexatious tax, impost or 
burthen upon land. 

Qdly That they prevent the improvement of the 
land. 

3dly. That they engender hostility between the 
rector and his parishoners: and produce defection 
from the established church. 

4thly. That the remedy for those evils is for go- 
vernment to sell the tithes, and to undertake to 
pay the clergy afier a manner to be some how con- 
trived and adjusted. 

[The government had better leave the pay- 
ment of the clergy to the people, at their own will. 
The cause of pure and undefiled religion would be 
incalculably promoted by it—but the British are 
not yet, perhaps, prepared for so broad a propo- 
sition. ] 

FRANCE. 

“The ordinance of the king of France of the 5th 
Nov. authorises the princes of the royal family, 
and the princes of the blood royal, who were resi- 
dent in France at the date of the same ordinance, to 
sit in the chamber of peers during the present ses- 
sion. 

This clause therefore excludes the duc d’Orleans 
ane the duc de Bourbon. 

The course of events will no doubt disclose to 
us the meaning or the object of an exclusion so ex- 
traordinary. 

A commotion occurred at Pambeuf in conse- 
quence of the high price of bread. ‘The people 
broke open the granaries and distributed the grain. 
A scarcity seems to be apprehended. 

POLAND. 

A London paper of Nov. 7, observes:—It is said. 
that the emperor Alexander means to revisit the 
Polish capital in the month of June next, when it 
is expected the promised constitution will be com- 
pleted and a diet called together. What degree of 
liberty will be secured to the Poles under the forth- 
coming charter, remains to be ascertained—but let 
us hope for the credit of Alexander “the Deliverer,” 
that it will at least equal that guaranteed them by 
the institutions granted them by Bonaparte—-The 
latter did more, during the short course of his rule, 
for the mass of the Polish people, than all their 
former kings, with the exception of the unfortu- 
nate Poniatowski, had done. By one dash of his 
pen, he crumbled the whole superstructure of the) 
feudal law. He broke the chain which for several 
centuries, had bound the leg of the peasant to the 
soil—and the humblest Pole, we mean of course 
the inhabitant of the Duchy of Warsaw, was equal, 
in the eye of the law, to the proudest noble. 

ITALY. 

An edict has been lately published at Turin, de- 
livering the Piedmontese Nobles from the contracts 
they had_entered into with their farmers. By this 
extraordmary provision all leases of land are at 
once annulled, and the whole tenantry of the coun- 
try ejected from their farms, or left at the mercy 
of their landlords. 

ASIA, 

The sovereignty of the island of Java has been 

transferred by the British to the Dutch. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

A letter from an officer in J&na’s expedition, dat- 
ed Port au Prince, Oct. 25, notices taat they are rea- 
dy to sail for Mexico, full of confidence and hope. 
That their naval force consists of a frigate, 2 arm- 


ed brigs and a schooner—the military, of a regi- 

ment of artillery, two of infantry and one of cavaf- 

ry. 

Buenos Ayres, &c.—A Portuguese squadron ar- 
rived at Moldanado, on the 23rd October, consist- 
ing of one 74, two frigates, two sloops of war and 
two gun brigs, with some troops on board, to cope- 
rate with the land forces against Monte Video. The 
patriot general Artegas, with 20,000 men, is in the 
neighborhood, and it is supposed he had adopted 
measures for completely capturing the Portuguese 
army. May he succeed! 

Caracas.—We have accounts of several late bat- 
tles in the provinces of Caracas, or Venezuela — 
M ‘Gregor evidently appears to have lashed the roy- 
alists most heartily. In the fight, near Barcelona, 
they are said to have lost 1000, dead on the field, 
besides prisoners, among whom were 15 officers. 

The master of a vessel, arrived at Nantucket from 
St. Thomas’, says that sir Gregor M‘Gregor had ar- 
rived there, to proceed to Mexico. The reason 
given for his leaving the patriots of Venezuela was 
on account of their conduct in not respecting new- 
trals—saying, however, that they had possession of 
the whole country. 

The London Courier, of Nov. 12, has an article of 
considerable length about a restlessness in Ameri- 
ca fora war with Spain. It is in the usual style of 
friendship and respect for us, that belongs to that 
paper. The following paragraph is all, however, 
that is worth quoting—*France and Spain assisted. 
the United States in carrying on war against this 
the mother country—(what bitter fruits they have 
gathered from that policy we need not say!) and 
now the Americans seem to be anxious to assist the 
colonies of Spain against their mother country. 
Extract of a letter from Antigua, November 25, re- 

ceived at Boston. 

“¢ The famous admiral Brown, of South America, 
in the Hercules, has been brought in here, and ves- 
sel and cargo have been condemned, and are to be 
sold on the 1st January. ‘he cargo is of very great 
value, and consists of dollars, gold dust, steel, gold 
in bars, dry goods, elegant watches, set in diamonds, 
church plate, golden images, with diamond eyes, and 
in fact the successful plunder of many months, 

AFRICA. 

The voyage of discovery, lately prepared for tn 
England under the most flattering prospects, to as- 
cend the Congo, and penetrate into the interior of 
Africa, has been defeated by the death of the prin- 
cipal inthe expedition, capt. Tuckey, with that of 
most of the scientific men and other persons that 
accompanied him, who fell victims ta the climate. 
The sloop of war, with the transport that carried 
them, had arrived at the Briziis returning home. 
An expedition under mij. Peddie is yet tope heard 
from. : 

Algiers is said to be rising from its ruins stron- 
ger than ever—and, in a little while, the business of 
keeping the dey in order will have to be done over 
again. The chastisement of Algiers by lord Ex- 
mouth, theugh there has been so much puffing: 
about it, already shews its inefficiency—for Moorish 
corsairs are abroad m the Mediterranean, and have 
lately captured a Russian and a Prussian vessel. 

HAYTT. 

We published, in our last, Petion’s proclamation re- 
lative to the commissioners sent to him by Louis 
XVII. The whole correspondence between him 
and them is spread before the public. The pre- 
sident treated the commissioners with respect 
while he mamtained his own dignity, and firmly 
supported the pretensions of his people to ingle- 
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pendence, as may be seen in the proclamation 
alluded to. We copy from the Baltimore Patriot 
the following article, which is sufficient for the 
history of the transaction : 
Lerms offered by the commissioners of Louis XVIII 
to general Petion. 

Art. 1. The abolition of slavery shall be forever 
decreed in St. Domingo. 

Art. 2. Civil and political rights shall be granted 
to every ciass of citizens, the same as in France. 

Art. 3. The army shall be retained on the same 
footing as present. The general and all other 
officers shall be confirmed by the king according 
to their respective ranks, and shall enjoy the same 
pay and distinction as the officers in the French ar- 
my. 

"At. 4. The king shall never send European 
troops to St. Domingo. The defence of the colony 
shall be confided to the courage and fidelity of the 
indigene army, which shall never be employed out 
of the colony. 

Art. 5. The president of the republic and the 
senators shall retain their prerogatives, and the 
latter their attributes (titles), they will remain as 
well as the administrative and judiciary authorities, 
provisionally as they are, excepting there be modi- 
fications proposed and effected by themselves, with 
the consent of the commissioners of the king : and 
in case of future changes they can only be made ac- 
cording to the principles established in the revision 
of the constitutional acts. 

Art. 6. The Old Colonists shall not arrive nor 
reside in the colony without submitting to the 
laws and regulations that shall be established, 
particularly those which relate to the state of per- 
sons and the civil rights. 

Art. 7. There shall be established by the actual 
authorities in concert with the commissioners, a 
general regulation relative to property; in order to 
put an end to uncertainties and prevent fresh distur- 
bances, which might be created to prevent the re- 
establishment of the colony. 

Art. 8. The present president shall have the title 
of governor general of the colony; the actual com- 
mandant general of the army shall be appointed 
lieut. general of the government. They shall both 
retain the powers which they at present enjoy, with 
the modifications which the state of things may 
require; but which shall not be effected without 
their consent, In future they shall be appointed 
by the king, from a presentation of three candidates 
e@hosen by the senate. 

Art. 9. The ports shall continue open to all 
powers, on the same conditions as at present; the 
senate according to circumstances and the demand 
of the governor general, representing the king, can 
modify those conditions. 

Art. £0. The king will exert his influence with 
his holiness (the pope) to obtain a bishopric for 
this colony, and every other spiritual succor, which 
must insure the people’s essential happiness. 

Art. 11, All the king’s concessions may be 


extended to the north and west, as well as to the’ 


south of the coloy. 

Art. 12. The “Constitutional Act” shall be revised 
during the present year by the senate, that there 
may be made in concert with the commissioners of 
the king, every requisite regulation in the order m 
which they are to be established. ‘The king shall 
be supplicated to receive it, after its revision, and 
to guarantee it as well for himself as his successors. 

To the above terms the president, Alexander! 
Petion, answered. “Lhe peopie of Hayti wish to! 


. o } - 7 
pe iree ana imacp 


pendent, Datso wish it; and they’ 


shall beso. They require no foreign support; their 
own strength will protect their liberties.” 








American Riflemen. 


Col. Forsyth, so celebrated in the last war, as the 
commander of a band of sharp shooters which har- 
rassed the enemy so much, happened, in a scout- 
ing party, to capture a British officer. He brought 
him into his camp and treated him with every re- 
spect due to his rank. Happening to enter into con- 
versation on the subject of sharp shooters, the Bri- 
tish officer observed, that col. Forsyth’s men were 
a terror to the British camp—that as far as they 
could see they could select the officer from the 
private, who of course fell a sacrifice to their pre- 
cise shooting. He wished very much to see a spe- 
cimen of their shooting. Forsyth gave the wink to 
one of his officers then at hand, who departed, and 
instructed two of his best marksmen belonging to 
the corps, to pass by the commanding officer’s quar- 
ters at stated intervals.—This being arranged, col. 
Forsyth informed the British officer that his wish 
should be gratified, and observed he would step in 
front of his tent to see whether any of his men were 
near at hand. According to arrangement made, one 
of the best marksmen appeared. The colonel or- 
dered him to come forward, and enquired whether 
|his rifle was in good order. ‘Yes, sir,” replied the 


iman. He then stuck a table knife in a tree about 50 


paces distant and ordered the man to split his ball. 
He fired and the ball was completely divided by 
the knife, perforating the tree on each side. This 
astonished the British officer. Appropos, another 
soldier appesred in sight.—He was called and or- 
dered, at the same distance, to shoot the ace of 
clubs out of the card. This was actually done. The 
British officer was confounded and amazed—still 
more so when the col. informed him that 4 weeks 
before, those men were in the capacity of husband- 
;men.—So much for the Ameican soldiery. . 

[ Penn. Journal. 


Flag of the United States. 


Report of the select committee appointed on the 12th 
ult. to enquire into the expediency of altering the flag 
of the United States. — Read, January 2, 1817. 

The committee appointed to enquire into the expe- 
diency of altering the flag of the United States, 
beg leave to REPORT. 

That they have maturely examined the subject 
submitted for their consideration, and are well a- 
ware that any proposition essentially to alter the 
flag of the United States, either in its general form 
‘or in the distribution of its parts, would be unac- 
‘ceptable to the legislature and to the people, as it 
would be incongenial with the views of the commit- 
|tee. 

Fully persuaded that the form selected for the 
American flag was truly emblematical of our origin 
and existence as an independent nation, and that, as 
such, it has received the approbation and support 
of the citizens of the union, it ought to undergo no 
change that would decrease its conspicuity, or tend 
to deprive it of its representative character. The 
committee however believe, that a change in the 
number of states in the union sufficiently indicates 
the propriety of such a change in the arrangement of 
the flag, as shall best accord with the reasons that 
led to its adoption, and sufficiently point to impor- 
tant periods of our history. 

The original flag of the United States was com- 
posed of thirteen stripes and thirteen stars, and was 
adopted by a resolution of the continental congress, 
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on the 14th of June, 1777. On the 13th of Jan. 1794, 
after two new states had been admitted into the 
union, the national legislature passed an act that the 
stripes and stars shall on a day fixed, be increased 
to fifteen each, to comport with the then number of 
independent states. The accession of new states 
since that alteration, and the certain praspeet that 
at no distant period the number of states will be con- 
siderably multiplied, render it, in the opinion of the 
committee, highly inexpedient to increase the num- 
ber of stripes, as every flag must in some measure, 
be limited in its size, from the circumstance of con- 
venience to the place on which it is to be displayed, 
while such an increase would necessarily decrease 
their magnitude, and render them proportionably 
less distinct to distant observation. This consider: 
ation has induced many to retain only the general 
form of the flag while there actually exists a oe 
want of uniformity in its adjustment, particularly 
when used on small private vess@ls. 

The national flag being in general use by vessels 
of almost every description, it appears to the com- 
mittee of considerable importance to adopt some ar- 
rangement calculated to prevent, in future, great or 


fon which ancient Babylon is supposed to have stood, 


and succeeded in bringing away fragments of the 
ruins which overspread the ground. ‘These consist 
of several of the bricks which are supposed to have 
been materials in the Temple of Belus, some of the 
cement with which they were connected, and a 
parcel of the broken reeds which were interposed 
with the mortar, to render the strcuture more firm 
and durable. 

The bricks are in good condition, even after the 
lapse of three thousand years and more. They are 
of large size, being thirteen inches square, and 
four inches thick. Being now of the softest quality, 
they appear to have undergone some process of 
decay; but they bear traces of fire, that is, of having 
been kiln burned, as wellas sun burned. Near the 
middle of each is a parallelogram of four and a half 
inches by six,impressed with literal or hieroglyphical 
characters. They appear to have been very regularly 
and beautifully done. The characters are different 
from every known alphabet. All tbe lines are 
straight, and there are no crooked strokes. They 
are evidently arranged in perpendicular columns. 
All the bricks seem to be marked with the same 


2 


A SN ILN EAL 


signs. Of these signs or characters, there are seven 
vertical rows, and seven distinct marks in each row, 
making forty-nine in the whole. Some of them are 
repeated several times. 

It is believed that they are not susceptible of 
interpretation by any man living; but that they 
extend our researches far beyond the era of history, 
or the period of known symbols. This conclusion, 
derived from the face of the articles, confirms the 
genuineness of the offering captain Austen has 
made to the learned world, by bringing home those 


expensive alterations. Under these impressions, 
they are led to believe no alteration could be made, 
more emblematical of our origin and present exis- 
tence, as composed of a number of independent and 
unitec states, than to reduce the stripes to the or1- 
ginal thirteen, representing the number of states 
then contending for, and happily atchieving, their 
independence—and to increase the stars to corres- 
pond with the number of states now in the union— 
and hereafter to add one star to the flag whenever 
a new state shall be fully admitted. 
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These slight alterations will, in the opinion of 
the committee, meet the general approbation as 
well of those who may have regretted a former de- 
parture from the original flag, and such as are so- 
licitous to see in it a representation of every state 
in the union. 

The committee cannot believe that in retaining 
only thirteen stripes, it necessarily follows they 
should be distinctly considered in reference to cer- 
tain individual states, inasmuch as nearly all the 
new states were a component part of, and repre- 
sented in the original states; inasmuch, also, as the 


wonderful femains. The scholar may reflect that 
the materials survive both the language spoken at 
the time they were moulded, and the characters 
which represented the sounds of that language.— 
He may even look back th:ough the vista of ages 
to the time when “the whole earth was of one 
language,” and when “the city and tower” of Babel 
were begun; when the sons of men said one to ano- 
ther, “let us make brick and burn them thoroughly;” 
and when “they had brick for stone, and slime had 
they for mortar.’ All may, without any violation 
of probability, suppose these relics to be parcels 
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of the primitive brick, and the inscriptions, or 
rather impressions upon their surfaces, to be the 
memorials of that remote time “when the whole 
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flag is intended to signify numbers, and not loeal 
and particular sections of the union. 
The committee respectfully report a bill. 
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[The bill is in conformity to the preceding re- 
port, and provides that the change shall take place 
on the 4th of July next.] 








Ruins of Babylon. 
From the New York Mereantile Advertiser. 

The editors of the Mercantile Advertiser are 
indebted to Dr. Samuel L. Mitchell for the follow- 
ing interesting communication. 

The arrival of captain Henry Austen, of the 
ship Persia, from Asia, has afforded a most curious 
and uncommon treat to our Biblical antiquarians 
and historians. ‘This gentleman is equal in intelli- 
gence and enterprize to any traveller that ever went 
forth to foreign parts. While he was navigating 
the Persian Gulf, he conceived the bold desivn 
of ascending the river Euphrates, from Basra to 
Bagdad. With great expence and labor, and a 
the risk of his life, from the difficulties of the 
ascent, and the barbarous character of the inha- 
bitants, he penetrated Persia for five or six hun- 





earth was of one language and of one speech.’— 
And he may further conjecture that they, both 
the language and writing are illegible and unknown, 
because the “Lord did there confound the language 
of all the earth.”’—Monuments of this kind are now 
submitted to the view ofour admiring citizens, with 
all their confirmatory evidence. 

The pilgrims of Persia, hy permission, lately 
obtained from the military despots of the country, 
made devout visits to the tomb of the prophet 
Daniel, situated many miles in the desert. Our 
intrepid and intelligent countryman, has brought 
to New York, a brick, with its inscription, from 
the door of that resort of the religious. It is of 
secondary moment whether the legend is true or 
fabulous. Such pliceis at this.day famous in the 
Fast, and a relic of it is presented to the curiosity 
of the West. : 

There are various other remains of oriental 
antiqnuties, which the writer forbears at this mo- 
ment to mention. 
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dred miles. 
During this expedition, he visited the territory | 
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Sweden, has arrived in Washington city. 
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CONGRESS. 

SENATE. : 
~Vonday, Jan. 6—The resolution, moved by Mr. 
Varnum, to enquire into the expediency of repeat- 
ing the law (except as to the clerk and secretary) 
raising the salaries of the officers ofthe two houses 

which passed at the last session, was agreed to. 
A resolution, moved by Mr. Lacock 0 friday, 


directing the military committee to enquire into! 


the expediency of raising the pay ofthe regimental 
and battalion paymuasters of the- army and giving 
them rank, was agreed to. 

Mr. Sanford reported several bills— 
1. To provide for the prompt setilement of public 

accounts—[This bit! goes to discontinue the offi- 

ces of accountant and additional accountant of 
the war department, and that of the office of 
superintendant of military supplies—that all 
claims against the United States, shall be settled 
in the treasury department, for which there shall 
be appointed four [additional] auditors, one 
comptroller, and a solicitor—the several species 
of claims are portioned to the different auditors, 
&e. according to the plan recommended. 
2. A bill to provide for the establishment of a home 
department, as proposed—snd 
. A bill to allot a suitable «partment for the at- 
torney-general as an office, with an allowance for 
a clerk, &c. and to allow to the supreme court, 
as a part of the contingent expences, the neces- 
sary expence of printed staterments, &c. 
Tuesday, Jun. 7.—Mr. Hardin submitted a motion 
having for its object to require, that attornics col 
lecting monies for the U.S. should give bond, &c. 

Mr. Tait offered a motion to obtain information of 
the secretary of the navy respeciing any charts and 
survevs, in reierence 10 a naval depot in the waters 
of the Chesapeake bay. 

Mr. Goldsborough laid before the senate the fol- 
lowing motion : 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before congress, 
the amount of money paid by the government of the 
United States for the services of miittia during the 
late war, stating the amount io each respeciive state, 
aud distinguishing as far as possibie, what has been 
paid for the militia ealled into service by authority 
of the execuiive of the United Siates, and that paic 
for such calls made by authority of a state, and in 
what cases states have been reimbursed which have 
made advances for their militia, specifying the state 
in each case as before. 

Mr. Campbell reported a bill to the senate, re- 
quiring the directors of the bank of the United 
States to establish a branch in the district of Co- 
lumbia—accompanied with a letter from the secre- 
tury of the treasury recommending the same, as be- 
ing beneficial to the public and advantageous to the 


bank. 


o3 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

On introdueing the petition of the Chesapeake 
Delaware Canal Company, on the 13th ultimo the 
following remarks were made: . 

Mr. Wright presented the memorial of the mana- 
gers of the Delaware and Chesapeake Canal Com- 
pany, tormerly presented. He moved that it be re- 
ferred to a seiect committee. 

Mr. Ingham said, he was friendly to the memorial, 
but sug.rested the propriety of its being referred to 
the committee on canals and roads, already created. 

Mr. Wright remerked, that this case was not an 
application for a canal to be laid out, or established 
by law, but was materiaily distinguishable feom that 
case; that alpeady a company had iixed the scite, 


and made considerable progress in the businéss—~ 
but finding their funds inadequate to the object, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware had each, on 
their application, taken a considerable share in the 
| Stock; hence we were not left to infer the propriety 
of cutting the canal or the scite of it. This memo- 
(Vial, afier exhibiting the approbation of the private 
and public adventurers, asks the United States also 
to become adventurers and stockholders, to aid in 
| the completion of so important a work. I, sir, can 
|have no objection to that committee; but in the 
mass of their labors, I presume it will not be as so 
exclusively attended to as if submitted to a select 
committee—to which I hope it may be referred. 

It was referred, however, to the committee on 
roads and canals. 

Friday, January 3.—After a variety of business 
—the house tlien went into a committee of the 
whole, on the report of the committee of elections 
on the petition of Rufus Easton; which report, 
pronounces Mr. Scott, the sitting delegate from 
Missouri territory, not entitled, and Mr. Easton, 
the petitioner, to be entitled toa seat in this house. 
(‘the committee, it appears, have framed their re- 
port on the ground of gross\and undeniable illegality 
of the election in one of the districts in the territory 
—which election being set aside by the committee, 
gave a majority of votes to the petitioner—and, 
without going into the examination of individual 
votes, or the qualification of the voters, the elec- 
tion being by ballot, they declare in favor of the 
petitioner. } 

The report and documents being read, the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress, and were refused 
|leave to sit again—thus bringing the subject im- 
/mediately before the house. 

Mr. Webster made a motion to recommit the re- 
port on the ground of its being predicated only on 
illegaiity in a separate election, without entering 
into an examination of the qualification of the voters 
generally. 

A good deal of discussion followed—a motion to 
lay the report on the table was negatived by the 
Speaker; the question on recommitment again oc- 
‘curred, with much discussion; the petitioner (as 
allowed by a vote of the house) rose to support his 
pretensions—and the house adjourned. 

Saturday Jan. 4.—The house resumed the con- 
siderution of the report of the committee of elec- 
tions on the petition of Rufus Easton, contesting 
the right of John Scott to a seat in the house as a 
delegate from Missouri territory. 

Mr. Easton (the petitioner) rose for the purpose 
of defending his right to a seat in the house. He 
spoke on the subject at considerable length, and 
examined the various points and bearings of the 
| case. 

When Mr. Easton concluded— 

Mr Betts of New York on the ground of his 
belief that the delegates from territories cannot 

















course the house is not the proper judge of the 
correctness of the returns of their election, moved 
that the bill should be indefinitely postponed. 

This motion produced a lively debate, which ter- 
minated, however, in its rejection by a large majo- 
rity; but the question as to the right of the house 
to decide in the case was still argued. The report 
was finally recommitted by yeas and nays (the first 
time they have becn called during this session)— 
yeas 86, nays 50. * 

Monday Jan. 6.—Mr. Lowndes laid before the 
hou-e a letter addressed to :he committee of ways 
and means, by the secretary of treasury, respecting 
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the expediency of repealing so much of the act of 
Sd March, 1809, as authorized the president to 
transfer sppropriations, which was read and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The same gentleman also laid before the house a 
letter addressed to the committee of ways and means 
by, the acting secretary of war, enclosing detail- 
ed statements on which were founded the estimates 
for the expences of the army of the United States 
for the year 1817, including arrearages: which were 
read and laid on the table , 

Mr. Fersyth submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on national curren- 
cy be instructed to enquire whether the president 
and directors of the bank of the United States have 
adopted any arrangement, by which the payment of 
the specie portion of the second instalment can be 
evaded or posponed, and, if such arrangement 
has been made, the capediency of adopting some re- 
gulation by which the payment of the specie portion} 
of the second instalment may be enforced at the time 
required by the act of incorporation, or within a li- 
mited time thereafter. 

‘This resolution lies on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of treasury, transmitting a statement 
of monies necessary to be appropriated for the year 
1817, and a letter from the secretary of state, trans- 
mitting a report of patents granted during the year 
1816, which were ordered to be printed. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
Richard Bland Lee, commissioner of claims, &c. ex- 
pressing his regret at the omission to pursue the 
enquiry into his conduct, and gourting further in- 
vesiigation; defending also his decisions, and parti- 
sularly those three animadverted upon by the com- 
mittee of claims in their report, and throwing him- 
self on the justice of the house to rescue his charac- 
ter from unjust obloquy. 

The letter having been read, was, on motion of 
Mr. Forsyth, referred to a committee of the whole, 
to whom had been referred the bill to amend thé 
claims law. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Condict in the chair, on the 
bill to amend the act authorizing the payment for 
property lost, &c. in tne military service of the 
United States during the late war. Mr Johnson’s 
amendment going to substitute a new bill, uader 
consideration. 

The subject was again widely debated—the com. 
mittee rose at sun-down without a desision. 

Tuesday Jan. 7.—On motion of Mr. Cannen, 

The committee on roads and canals were (on Fri- 
day) instructed to enquire into the expeditncy of 
improving the navigation of the Muscle shoals in 
Tennessee river. 

Mr. Ircher submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of al- 
lowing to officers who during the late war have 
been promoted from the ranks of an army, the boun.- 
ty land to which they would have been entitled in 
case they had not been promoted. 

The resolve was ordered to lie on the table. 

_ Mr. Jrving of N. Y. offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to enquire into the propriety of amend- 
ivg that part of the Sth section of the act to re- 

ulate the duties on imports and tonnage, which is 
im the fultowing words: “and in aN cases where an} 





ad valorem duty shall be charged, it shall be caleu- 
lated on the nett cost of the article at the place 
whence imported, (exclusive of packages, commis- 
sions and all charges) with the usual addition, es- - 
tablished by law, of twenty per centum on all mer- 
chandize imported from places beyond the cape of 
Good Hope, and ten per centum on all articles im- 
ported from all other places. 

Mr. Irving having briefly explained the necessity 
of the enquiry, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Hardin moved that the committee on military 
affairs be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of allowing pay and compensation to the mounted 
volunteers who in the year 1815 served in the expe- 
dition to the head waters of White river and the 
Wabash, under the command of colonel Russell. 

Mr. Hardin recapitulated the merits of the corps 
his resolution referred to, their services and suffer- 
ings, and the causes why their exertions where not 
more efficient or more brilliant. 

Mr. Harrison rose to testify to the alacrity of the 
crops, and the importance of the services they ren- 
dered as well as their hardships and deserts. After 
which, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr- Forsyth called up the resolution submitted 
by him yesterday to instruct the committee on the 
national currency to enquire “whether the president 
and directors of the bank of the United States have 
adopted any arrangement, by which the payment 
of the speice portion of the second instalment, can 
be evaded or postponed; and, if such arrangement 
has been made, the expediency of adopting same re- 
gulation by which the payment of the specie por- 
tion of the second instalment may be enforced at 
the time required by the act of incorporation, or 
within a limited time hereafter.” 

The resolution having been read, a very general 
discussion arose on it. The question was finally 
decided in the affirmative, and the resolution agreed 
to—yeas 89, nays 68. | 

The committee of the whole wag discharged from 
the further consideration of the “claims” bill. 

[Sundry other propositions were offered, not ne- 
cessary to notice at present. ] 

Wednesday, Jan. 8—Afier some other business.— 

The house proceeded to the order of the day on 
the bill to amend the elaims law of the last session. 

After a debate until 4 o’clock, ‘he question was 
taken by yeas and nays, on a motion made by Mi. 
Clark, of N. ¥ to strike out of the bill the word 
‘ninth,’ the object of which motion is to retain, (in- 
stead of repealing) the 9th section of the act of 
iast session, whieh section authorizes payment for 
houses des .royed by the enemy in consequence of 
military occupation—and decided as follows: 

For the motion 74 
Against it 63 

So the house refused to repeal the 9th section 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. renewed in substance the mo- 
tion he made in committee of the whole, to strike 
out the whole bill, and ingert a substitute. 

_ ‘The house adjourned without deciding on his 
ton. 

Thursday, Jan, 9—The was house chiefly occupied 
with the “claims law”—much was suig about it, and 
Mr. Johnson’s proposed substitute lost, by yeas and 
Nnays—yeus 4, nays 108. Other propositions were 
ollcred, bui nothing definitive done—the 9th sec- 
tion still aimed at. 





| oe? yo ee = 
Bank of the United States. 
The resolution offered by Mr. Forsyth, for an en- 
quiry iaty the cond: ct of the president and directors 
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of the bank of the United States, (see congressional 
proceedings) will excite some surprise. Common 
report says, it has reference to the fact, that they 
have disceunted their own notes and the notes of 
some others, and received the checks drawn for the 
proceeds of the same, as the specie portion of the 
second instalment. 
nm 


The senate of the United States has been sum- 
moned by the executive to meet in their chamber, 
mm this city, on the 4th of March next, the day after 
the termination of the present congress.—WVat. Lut. 

Naval.—The brig Chauncey has arrived at New- 
port, R. I. from Gibraltar, with 165 seamen, dis- 
charged from the frigate Constellation, the periods 
of their services having expired. At the time the 
C. sailed, the Washington, Peacock, and schooner 
Comet were lying at Gibraltar—the Java, Constel- 


Indiana.—A bill to incorporate a state bank lias 
been introduced into the legislature of Indiana— 
also a bill (lost however in the house of representa- 
tives 16 to 12) for regulating the mode in which 


free people of color should be admitted into the 


state. This bill proposed that such persons should 
produce certificates of their freedom, and subjected 
them to an annual tax of ten dollars, as equivalent 
to their exemption from militia duty, &c. 

South Carolina has passed a law, under severe pe- 


nalties, to prevent the introduction of slaves fronr 
other states into that state. 


Religious toleration.—The legislature of Mary- 


land havea bill before them to alter all such paris 
of the constitution of the state as require a religious 
test. 


Banks. A bill for the establishment of a number 


of banks in the state of Virginia has at length pas- 
sed the house of delegates—yeas 80, nays 78. 


United States’ bank directors.—Wiliiam Jones, 


lation, Ontario and Spark had sailed up the Medi- | Stephen Girard, and Pierce Butler, of Philadelphia, 


terranean, probably to rendezvous at Malaga. Mr. 
Shaler was on board the Washington, and the whole 
squadron was was about proceeding to Algiers, to 
settle our yet existing difficulties with the dey, ac- 
cording to the directions carried out by the Spark. 
It is intimated that the dey, having repaired his 
fortifications, and in fact rendered Aigiers stronger 
than it was before lord Exmouth’s attack, is dis- 
posed to reject Decatur’s treaty altogether. Other 
accounts, however, give us reason to expect peace 
with him. The Chauncey has despatches for govern- 
ment, and many letters from the squadron. 

The excellent captain Gordon, of the Constella- 
tion, died on the 6th of September, and was buried 
at Messina. He was abrave and much beloved offi- 
cer, and an accomplished gentleman. Capt. Crane 
succeeds to the command of the ship. Nothing else 
particular had occurred in the squadron, which was 
in the very best order, &c. A report that captain 
Downes was deceased,is not true—nor is that which 
said lieut.Kulin was killed in a duel; they were both 


George Williams of Baltimore, and /Valter Bowne, 


of New York, are appointed by the president and 
senate, directors on the part of the government, of 
the bank of the United States, for the ensuing year. 


Flour.—The rage of speculation in flour extended 


to Havana, and great fortunes have been made by 
dealings in the American flour that was on hand 
there. 
barrel. It soon feel to 25. 


On the 11th Dec. it was held at 30% per 


A vessel has arrived at Havana with $200,000, 


saved from the Tay British sloop of war, whose 
shipwreck has been noticed heretofore. The balance 
of the two millions she had on board is. supposed 
irrecoverable. 


Dwarfs. Two dwarfs, a male aged 29 years, and 


only three feet high, and a female 14 years old, of 
two feet anda half high, have recently been exhibit- 
ed in Baltimore. 


in act to suppress duelling, passed the legislature 


of New-York on the 5th Nov. ult. which enacts,that 
if any person shall send or carry a challenge, the 


well. 


Boston.—A splendid improvement is noticed at 
An entire new range of stores, fifty-two in 
number, is finished, and forms what is called Cen. 
tral-wharf. A new range has also been erected in 


Boston. 


Cheapside. 


Col. Frink, of Connecticut,who headed the choice 
spirits in the memorable defence of Stonington, 
lately died at Martinique, of the yellow-fever. 


was only 28 years of age. 

Gen. Jackson.—Mr. Riddle, a boot-maker of Pitts- 
burg, has presented to the general a superb pair of 
military boots, in testimony of his respect, which 
have been politely accepted by the man of Orleans. 

North Carolina —The legislature of this state 
has risen. Many objects of great utility occupied 
its attention—ithe most important have relation to 
the opening and making navigable of all the largest 
rivers ef the state. 

They also appropriated 10,000 for a statue of 
Washington, to be executed by Cunova, of Rome; 
and directed that the sword they had voted to capt. 
Blakely should be placed in his tamily, adoptiag his 
child, and directing that he should be educated at 
the public expence. 

Georgia.—Concurred resolutions were passed at 
the lust session of the legislature, requesting his 
Excellency the gov. to urge the general govern- 
ment “to take the necessary measures for causing 
the boundary line between the United States and 
the Spanish dominions adjacent to Georgia, to be 
ascertained and marked.” 


4 





town on Sunday evening last. 
arrived in the U. S. from France, and received an 
appointment in our corps of engineers. 
engineers, of which he is president, has been insti- 
tuted by our government, for the purpose of making 


probable issue of which may or might result in the 
death of the chalienger or challenged, such person 
shall be deemed guilty of a public offence, and be 
incapable of holding any office, civil or military, 
under this state. It obliges every person who may 
hereafter be elected a member of the senate or as- 
sembly of the state, and afier the first of July next, 
every person who shall be elected or appointed to 
any office under the state civil or military, to make 
oath they have never been engaged in any manner in 


violation of the act to suppress duelling passed on 


the Ist of July, 1816. 

Westward.—There is a great current of emigra- 
tion to the Alabama country. A traveller, arrived 
at Augusta, Geo. gives an account of the number of 


carriages, &c. he met in nine days—in and with 


which he supposed there were about 3,800 persons. 
Plattsburg, Dec. 21.—General Bernard arrived in 
Gen. B. has recently 


A board of 


the requisite arrangements for the erection of forti- 
fications, &c. Col. ‘Totten is one of the members of 
this board. Com. Macdonough is associated with 
the board on the part of the navy. Gen. Bernard 
and col. Totien will proceed to New-Orleans in a 
few weeks, in pursuance of this commission. Where 
naval operations can co-operate with the contem- 
plated fortifications, an officer of the navy is to be 
associated with the board. 





